VOLUNTEER TODAY

Dedicate Yourself to Caring for the Land and Serving the People
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/volunteering/

Los Angeles River Ranger District Volunteer Newsletter Nov/Dec 2008

GREETINGS

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE HEARTBEAT OF THE FOREST SERVICE

“The Forest Service is about sustaining the health, diversity and productivity of the
nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.”
Chief Abigail Kimbell, January 2008

Well it’s that time of the year were the forest is ablaze with color and the days are
shorter and the night are cooler. It's time to curl up on the couch with a warm
blanket and a good book.....yeah right if you live in New England. Here in our part
of the world, we’re busier than ever, with Red Flag Warnings for Santana winds (the
correct non news butchered name), trail maintenance projects and holiday season
just around the corner. To prevent STRESS and FRUSTRATION, take time to
enjoy this unique time with family, friends and the great outdoors.

“The challenges of water and climate change are related, and they are huge. They will
not be solved in a few years. It will take decades. Future generations will need to rise to
these challenges no less than our own. As conservationists, we have an obligation to
help kids connect to the outdoors—to understand the connection between forests and
water ... to understand the implications of their own choices and actions, both now and
when they are grown.”  Chief Abigail Kimbell, October 2008

CONGRATULATIONS to 36 volunteers, who have contributed at least 100
volunteer hours this past year. At our November 19" meeting, your Group leader
will receive your Administrative Pass (Annual Adventure Pass) for distribution
otherwise I’ll mail it to you. If you contributed 100 volunteer hours and don’t
receive an Administrative Pass, please provide me with a timesheet showing your
hours and I’ll send you one. Again, THANK YOU for your contribution in assisting
us in providing a quality recreation experience on the Angeles National Forest.
During October 12 & 13, the Marek Fire created havoc in the Front Country (Lopez
and Kagel Canyon). If you visit the District Office, you’ll see an island of green
surrounded by fire ravaged hillsides (devoid of vegetation). In conversation with
Little Tujunga Hotshots, they said the flame lengths approaching the Office were
approximately 50 ft and when they burned out from the Office, the fire ceased to be
a major threat.

Have you accumulated 500 volunteer hours since January 1, 2007? If you have
accumulated 500 volunteer hours, please let me know so that we can issue you an
America the Beautiful — Interagency Annual Pass.

The volunteer program is open to all individuals and/or groups that are interested in
assisting the Angeles NF in accomplishing natural resource management objectives.
If you’re interested in assisting us in managing your National Forest or have
questions about the Volunteer Program, please contact me at 818-899-1900 ext 229
or e-mail hokamoto @fs.fed.us

Again, THANK YOU for your dedication in providing a quality recreation
experience on the Angeles National Forest.

/s/ Howard S. Okamoto
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Volunteer Events Calendar

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Haramokngna
San Gabriel Trailbuilders
Community Hiking Club
Mt Wilson Observatory Guided
Tour
JPL Trailbuilders

8
Wednesday Hiking Club
Mt Wilson Observatory Guided
Tour

10

11
VETERANS
DAY

12

13

14

15
Mt Lowe Hist
San Gabriel Trailbuilders
Community Hiking Club
Haramokngna Fund Raiser
Mt Wilson Observatory Guided
Tour

16
American
Trails 19"

Trails
Symposium
11/15-18

17

— National ¢

18

19
CTUC
Monthly
Mtg
LARRD
Volunteer
Mtg

20

21

22
JPL Trailbuilders

Community Hiking Club
San Gabriel Trailbuilders
Mt Wilson Observatory Guided
Tour

23

24

25

26

27
THANKS
GIVING

28

29

San Gabriel Trailbuilders
Mt Wilson Observatory Guided
Tour

30

When it rains, be prepared for the worst.
You should keep in your vehicle what you

would need if you were stranded. Drive
safely and wear proper clothing.

Safety Message

ANGELES FOREST

VOLUNTEER MEETING

e NOV 19.
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Los Angeles River Ranger District
DECEMBER 2008

Volunteer Events Calendar

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Bear Cyn
Mt Lowe Hist

San Gabriel Trailbuilders
Community Hiking Club
Haramokngna
Winter Solstice

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

JPL Trailbuilders
Wednesday Hiking Club
Community Hiking Club

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
San Gabriel Trailbuilders
Community Hiking Club

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Community Hiking Club
CHIRSTMAS

28 29 30 31

General Information
Why do fly swatters have holes?

A fly has may sensory hairs covering its
body. These hairs are especially sensitive to
air pressure. The movement of a solid object,
like a hand, creates fluctuations of air and
warns the fly well in advance of the smack.
Since a fly swatter’s surface has holes, it
displaces less air, and the fly is caught
unaware!
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Los Angeles River Ranger District

Volunteer general news

Learn new skills
in 2008: training and
resources

National Recreational Trails

NRT Home Page on the web has a great new look! Be sure to see the
redesigned home page for the National Recreation Trails Program. We're
making it easier for visitors to find trails and to showcase the many
featured trails:
http://www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails/default.htm

Looking for a class or
workshop for trails and
greenways sills? The most
comprehensive calendar on
the Web for trail-related
training and education.
www.TrailsTraining.net.

New NRT brochure and poster available: The link to the new brochure is
http://www.atfiles.org/files/pdf/NRTBrochure.pdf

Enter the NRT Photo Contest! Deadline is December 15, 2008. See all the
details at:
http://www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails/photocon.html

Get Outdoors, Its Yours

The greatest benefit of this initiative is
to foster a love of America's lands and
waters in today's youth because they
will be tomorrow's caretakers of this
nation's cultural and natural
resources,'' said Maj. Gen. Riley. ""That
love will grow into awareness of the
health and environmental benefits
associated with those personal
connections with nature."

Enter the American Trails Website Contest. Deadline is
December 15, 2008. There is a category specifically for
NRT-related websites.

Details are at: http://www.americantrails.org/webcon.html

Graffiti/Trash dumping Hot line

Report graffiti and dumping along LA County Roads.

ublicgraffiti/index.cfm?action=report
(this takes you right to the reportable form)

Trash Dumping in Right of Way - (1-888-8DUMPING)
http://ladpw.org/epd/illdump/support.cfm,
(then click on the "Report lllegal Dumping" on the left

For more information on the new

program, go to
http://www.getoutdoorsitsyours.gov.
The website provides lists of places for
all sorts of outdoor activities from
biking to wildlife viewing, links to
agency websites for youth, games and
other useful materials.

What traps and snares look like and

how to get pets out of them:

[Warning! These devices are deadly... their
description and related graphics may be
distressing, though knowing how they work may

save a limb or life someday.]

Snares, Leghold Traps & M-44 Devices
http://trapfreeoregon.org/page4.html

Conibear Trap
http://trapfreeoregon.org/page3.html#Conibear

newsletter, go to:

If you wish to get a electronic copy of this

http://www.mtlowe.net/ VolunteerNews.htm

WHO TO CALL TO REPORT

POACHERS
California Dept. of Fish & Game CalTip

Poacher Hotline
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/enforcement/caltip.aspx
1 888 DFG-CALTIP (888 334-2258), 24 hours a
day, seven days a week
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VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS Join One Today

AC100 TRAIL VOLUNTEERS ANGELES MOUNTAIN BIKE PATROL

All Welcome, Work Schedule at: mmcguirepoolspa@cs.com
http://www.ac100.com Our mission is to provide educational and a

Hal Winton Co-rd responsible image to all trail users. To encourage
Wintondjesus @ juno.com rider’s to obey forest regulations and working to
preserve and protect trails. A.M.B.P is here to serve

. . . . and inform the public.
Alpine Training Services P

http://www.atsenviroaction.com

E.A.D. is a new program from Alpine Training Antelope Valley Conservancy
Services representing our ''One Earth" WWwWw.avconservancy.org
philosophy -- that being there is only One Earth OFFICE PHONE (661) 943-9000
for us to live on, grow on, and make a future on. avconservancy @yahoo.com

To learn more about Alpine Training Services

and the programs we offer including our full Audubon Center at Debs Park

course curriculums for canyoneering, rock http://www.audubon-ca.org/debs_park.php
climbing, kayaking, backpacking, & (323) 221-2255

mountaineering, please visit our website at
www.alpinets.com.

BEAR CANYON TRAIL CREW (BCTC)

Richard Nyerges
Altadena Crest Trail Restoration 626-285-0962 nyerges @sbcglobal.net
Working Group (ACTRWG)
www.altadenatrails.org  626-797-7243 ®Dec 6 Come and join us on as we embark on our
annual hike through Bear Canyon. This semi-

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST FIRE wilderness canyon located so close to the city but
visited by relatively few people. A beautiful isolated
LOOKOUT ASSOCIATION canyon with pools and calm relaxing spots where one

(ANFFLA) can sit and ponder. Fall is in the air so the canyon will

http://www.anffla.org be littered with leaves. Breathtaking to say the least.
Welcome to the Angeles National Forest Fire

Lookout Association (ANFFLA), a nonprofit
volunteer organization dedicated to restoring,
maintaining and staffing the remaining lookouts
of the Angeles National Forest.

Be a Lookout for 2009!

It's probably easier that you realize to
become an active Fire Lookout with the
ANFFLA. It just takes a few classes training
(which are quite fun!) and the desire to
spend some time in the Angeles National
Forest

Angeles Mountain Bikers and Trail

Keepers If you run across this bad boy,

Mark Gage mrgy33@hotmail.com let him know if he hasn't done any trail work,
Hikers and Bikers working together on trails. there will be no food for him!!!

We work on the trails almost every Saturday.

Our focus trails are Lower Sam Merrill and

Castle Canyon. P5 Vol.6 Issue 10




VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS

Beyond Basecamp

Beyondbasecamp.com

323 896-0123

Need volunteers to help in the maintenance of Valley
Forge, West Fork and Devore Trail Camps

Big Santa Anita Firesafe Council
cafiresafe@sbcglobal.net

Looking for volunteers to assist in fuel
hazard reduction, trail maintenance and
visitor information in Big Santa Anita Canyon.

Blight Busters Trail Crew
Danny Treadway
dayhiker86@yahoo.com

Graffiti Removal & Trail Clean Up.

Boy Scouts of America
The High Adventure Team — Los Angeles Area
www.boyscoutsla.org click H.A.T.

California Trail Users Coalition
(CTUC) www.ctuc.info

® Nov 19 Meeting e Dec 17 Meeting
To provide a forum for all trail users to

Community Hiking Club

661-259-2743

email: zuliebear @aol.com

Dianne Erskine Hellrigel

e November 1- Los Pinetos (Walker Ranch).

® November 8-Towsley Canyon Loop.

¢ November 15- Gould Mesa to Oakwilde
Campground via the Arroyo Seco.

¢ November 22-The Devil’s Chair

* November 29-Fish Canyon

® December 6- The Beast

¢ December 13-Chantry Flats

¢ December 20-Tracker Jim Lowrey at Placerita
Nature Center at 8:30. We will hike the
Manzanita Trail after the presentation.

¢ December 27- Temescal Canyon

Placerita Nature Center, 1st and 3rd Sunday of

each month from 8-12-Meet behind the Nature

Center by Tool Shed at 8:00. Additional

opportunities in Forest Service areas and State

Parks on Saturdays and Wednesdays by

arrangement with Dianne.

Equestrian Trails, Inc.
http://www.etinational.com/
A non-profit organization dedicated to the

Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good
Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation. For event
information and helpful tips for horse owners.

discuss trail related issues, problems
and alternative solutions; to assist in

the planning, development, maintenance
and patrolling of trails to enforce rules
of the road; and to develop and maintain
programs designed to educate users on
proper use of trails and trail etiquette.
Looking for interested hikers, mountain
bikers and equestrians to be a part

of this Coalition. If interested come to our
next meeting or check out www.ctuc.info .

Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists

Association (CORBA)

Telephone (818) 773-3555
http://www.corbamtb.com/cgi-bin/calendar.pl
CORBA is an all-volunteer non-profit organization
serving the mountain bicycling community of Los
Angeles and its surrounding areas including southern
Ventura County. We are dedicated to preserving
open space, maintaining public access to public lands,
and creating more trail opportunities for all to enjoy.
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HABITATWORK.ORG

Kim Clark or Tom Persons

818-353-4653
http://www.habitatwork.org/calendar.htm

® Nov. 8/9 Piru Creek Watershed Stewardship
Hardluck, Los Padres NF

oNov. 22/23 Bitter Creek Watershed Conservation
Bitter Creek National Wildlife Refuge

*Nov. 29/30 Marijuana Camp Clean Up

We are always looking for ways to reduce our
carbon footprint while performing stewardship
work. We have the opportunity to acquire an 8
passenger 4WD Land Cruiser which will enable
us to be more energy efficient in bringing up to 8
volunteers with needed equipment to our
stewardship projects. We are seeking small
donations of $25-50 to help us reach our goal of
$2,500 by November 15th. We are about 70% of
the way there. If you can help out with a tax-
deductible donation at this time, please write Kim
or Tom @ wildlife @habitatwork.org.




No VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS
matter
how far Mt Disappointment S0K/50M
ou push www.mtdisappointmentS0k.com
youp Gary Hilliard, Director
the gary @mtdisappointmentS0k.com
envelope,
it'll still Mt. Wilson Observatory Association
be http://www.mwoa.org/tour.html
. PO Box 70076 , Pasadena, CA 91117-7076
stationery || Is a volunteer organization supporting the Mount
Wilson Observatory with membership is open to all
interested persons

Haramokngna American
Indian

Cultural Center

www.haramokngna.org

Kat at 310-455-1588, katcalls @aol.com

All workshops have limited enrollment, and

need reservations, paid in advance

e Nov 2 Annual rabbit skin blanket
workshop with Barbara Drake

e Nov 15 Special Fundraising Event

e Dec 6 Annual Winter Solstice

Honoring Day and Potluck

Monrovia Canyon Park
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/index.cfm/0/Canyon-Park-1.cfm

Come and enjoy a wilderness experience only five
minutes from downtown Monrovia. This refreshing
recreational site provides a peaceful and quiet
setting for your family, social or business
gatherings. Let your imagination and your
appreciation for nature be revitalized as you
explore the 80 acres of trails and serene picnic
areas.

If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer call Kathleen at 626-256-8282.

High Country Riders Outward Bound — Los Angeles

Forest wide equestrian volunteer group that http://www.obainc.org )
patrols trails and can pack equipment, Outward Bound, Los Angeles is looking for a

supplies etc to your worksite. qualified Trail Boss to supervise their Trail Crew. If you
Jonathan Schultz 951-830-3400 know of an interested individual, please have this
individual contact Robert Sendrey, Outward Bound, Los
Angeles,

626-564-0844.

This is a funded position.

The mission of Qutward Bound Los Angeles is to provide
nature-based education that promotes positive self-
development, environmental responsibility, and outdoor
career exposure for low-income, at-risk, and urban youth.
Phone: 626-564-0844
E-mail: obainc.sbcglobal.net

maujds @earthlink.net

JPL TRAILBUILDERS
http://www.jplhiking.org/
Kathie Reilly 818-354-8321 (JPL)
626-798-7256 (home)

Jack Russell 562-861-3187
® Nov 1 Outing
® Nov 22 Outing
¢ Dec 13 Outing

We will continue to work the Mt Lowe
East Trail. Maintenance consists mainly of
lopping brush and widening the trail tread.
The days are gorgeous out there right now.
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VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS

Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA)
WWW.PCTA.org

You are invited to help maintain the Pacific Crest
Trail, the jewel of the High Sierra Mountain chain!
On Saturday, November 15, 2008 between 8§ AM
and Noon, members of the High Desert Runners and
individuals like you will hike along the Pacific Crest
Trail and clear a small section, fulfilling an
agreement with the National Forest Service.

Located 20 minutes away, near picturesque Bouquet
Canyon Reservoir, the trail winds through jaw-
dropping scenery where every step is an adventure!
Carpool at 7:30 AM from Quartz Hill High School
parking area. For more details, contact Steve
Henrich, 718-2172, or visit
http://www.highdesertrunners.org/ and
http://www.pcta.org/.

SAN GABRIEL TRAILBUILDERS

http://www.sgmtrailbuilders.org
http://www.crystallake.name

Ben White bwootenwhite @ hotmail.com
626-303-1078

e Nov 1*-Eagle Scout Project at Crystal Lake,
Pinyon Ridge Trail, Rock Wall Building and if we
have enough volunteers, removal of downed tree in
the drainage ditch near the stairs of the Lake
Parking lot.

e Nov 2" - Rincon Work area, San Gabriel Canyon-
Assembly of the lower bridge structure of the Laurel
Gulch Bridge, getting the rest of the wood parts
ready for air delivery.

e Nov 8"/9" _Preparation of materials for air drop,
gathering of all supplies and last minute check of
everything needed.

e Nov 15"/16"™ -Delivery of sacrete and forms by air
to Laurel Gulch and setting forms and mixing and
placing concrete for footings at Laurel Gulch. This
involves and overnight stay at the work location.
Clear sky and good times guaranteed!!!

e Nov 22"/23"-Delivery of the bridge by air to
Laurel gulch, assembly of the other word bridge
parts. Overnight stay at the site, same guarantee!!
On Sunday, if all goes according to plan, we can
disassemble the old bridge and begin hauling it out.
e Nov 29™/-As this is the Thanksgiving Holiday
Weekend, we'll see who can come out, if we get at
least two volunteers (I think I can come out but
haven't yet cleared it with central command) we can
continue working on bridge project.

Santa Clarita Valley Trails

Adyvisory Committee
Meeting on a Quarterly basis at
Caravalho Sports Complex Activity Center.

SCENIC
MT. LOWE RAILWAY

http://www.mtlowe.net
Brian Marcroft 562-868-8919
Emworks@verizon.net

.l ilmﬁ you joimthe Mt Lowe
-and remove it! Y

T

TreePeople
http://treepeople.org/

Please come and visit our new Community
Forestry at L.A’s Coldwater Canyon Park This
Center for Community Forestry is about far more
than planting and caring for trees. The Center
seeks to teach the community new ways to protect
our water supply and mitigate the harsh effects of
climate change.

For more information: (818) 753-4600
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Volunteers of the Angeles National Forest
Wrightwood, CA
Loren Lake, President lorenll @ verizon.net

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS

Wednesday Hiking Club and
Granada Club

¢ Nov 8 Outing
e Dec 13 Outing

We’re Korean-Americans, who love working in the National Forest. We work the 2nd Saturday of each
month on maintaining the Sunset Ridge Trail, 12W18.

If you would like to join us or have any questions, please contact Ted Kim at infocus804@yahoo.com

William S Hart UHSD of Santa Clarita

ANF Crew 5130

Work continues Wednesdays and Thursdays on a 9 mile section of the PCT from the Indian Canyon TH to
North Fork Station. Beginning in January 2009, Hart Trails will be added to the District's Regional
Occupation Training Program as a joint training venture between WS Hart Union High School District
the USFS, PCTA, and MRCA. In addition to high school credit, students will be offered paid work
experience while gaining practical exposure to land management practices and career pathways related to
work in the great outdoors including; trail maintenance and construction; wildlife identification and
conservation; backcountry navigation; environmental stewardship; wilderness first aid; and much more!

For more information, contact Kevin Sarkissian at: ksarkiss @hartdistrict.org
661.259.0033 X 525

mmmmmm
e et
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Los Angeles River Ranger District
12371 North Little Tujunga Canyon Road
San Fernando, CA 91342

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter Los Angeles Times June 2, 2007 email: info@tundracomics.com
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Volunteer Today

Send this in Right Away to

Howard S. Okamoto—12371 N. Little Tujunga Canyon Rd
San Fernando, CA 91342

Name

Address

Phone # (hm)
e-mail
Interests
Indicate what you would like to do. Circle area or enter your interests.
Campground Host/ Visitor Information/ Smokey Bear - Fire Prevention/
Recreation Aid / Forest Patrol /Resource Management / Computers/
Research-Librarian / Office Clerical / Tour guide/ Fire Lookout/

Conservation Education / habitat restoration and tree planting
Other:
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SPECIAL GROUP NEEDS

William S Hart UHSD of Santa Clarita
ANF Crew 5130

Dear Friends,

As many of you know, in 2007 I helped to co-found an organization new to the SantaClarita Valley as
Head Coach and Team Coordinator for 'Students Off And Running' (SOAR). Together, a team of
dedicated volunteers with more than 30 years experience in long distance running coach local youth at-
risk over the course of 20 weeks, ultimately to compete in the LA Marathon. With your support our first
year of operation was a tremendous success, with every team member crossing the finish line on March
2, 2008.

Now in our second season, we currently have ten students training from Golden Valley High and
Academy of the Canyons. As the ultimate mission of SOAR remains focused on providing this unique
experience at no cost to students or their families, we have been busy seeking both corporate and
private sponsorship to offset out -of-pocket expenses (shoes, training supplies, race reg fees,
transportation, etc.) needed to support the kids during their amazing journey.

But we still need your support! Let me know if you would like to help out. Your contribution is 100 %
tax deductible, and will be collected after the marathon in March 2009.

PS, If you decide to support the organization, there are two choices. Either a flat donation, or you can
sponsor a student per training mile (each student will log about 300 miles, so a .05 cent donation per
mile will run you about $15 bucks).

Thanks in advance for your time and consideration!

Warmest Regards,

Kevin Sarkissian

Head Coach / Team Coordinator
Students Off And Running
661.877.7024

HABITATWORK.ORG . .
Kim Clark or Tom Persons Haramokngna American Indian

818-353-4653 Cultural Center Special Fundraising

We are always looking for ways to reduce our Event

carbon footprint while performing stewardship Lisa Magpie

work. We have the opportunity to acquire an 8 661-208-9898

passenger 4WD Land Cruiser which will enable

us to be more energy efficient in bringing up to Walmart National Native American Heritage
8 volunteers with needed equipment to our Month Saturday, November 15, 2008
stewardship projects. We are seeking small 1-3PM

donations of $25-50 to help us reach our goal of Featuring:

$2,500 by November 15th. We are about 70 % American Indian dance, music, storytelling
of the way there. If you can help out with a tax- Wal-Mart Connection Center

deductible donation at this time, please write 37140 47th St E Palmdale, CA 93552

Kim or Tom @ wildlife @habitatwork.org.
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