
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER TODAY 
Dedicate Yourself to Caring for the Land and Servin g the People 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/volunteering/  
Los Angeles River Ranger District Volunteer Newsletter  Feb  2009  
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GREETINGS 
 VOLUNTEERS ARE THE HEARTBEAT OF THE FOREST SERVICE  
 
The mission of the Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of 
the Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.  
The mission of the Forest Service is guided by the fundamental principle of providing 
the greatest amount of good for the greatest amount of people in the long run and is 
characterized by the slogan: Caring for the Land and Serving People. 
The following individuals contributed a minimum of 100 service hrs in CY08 and 
have received an Annual Adventure Pass.  
Dwyer, Tom & Patricia Dominguez, Jeanne   Degange, John 
Tanner, Terry  Eismann, Lee    Sneed, Chris 
Winton, Hal   Fithian, Henry   Spree, Christine 
Moore, Robert  Hillbrunner, Tony   Treadway, Danny 
Hutton, Guy    Hoar, Kevin    Valenzuela, Chuck 
McGuire, Robin & Mike Hoyer, Andy       Horton, John 
Benam, Brad   Jamieson, David   Hosley, Richard 
Gage, Mark    Makshanoff, Mike   Ledford, David 
Jonasen, Dan    Nyerges, Richard   Chamley, Tina 
Bailey, Pam   Raymond, John   Davidson, Don    
Heltsley, Mark  Russell, Jack    Marcroft, Brian 
Kuhn, Guy   Hilliard, Gary & Pamela 
Reilly, Kathie   Kozinc, Gabor   Mumper, Susan 
Clark, Kim   Person, Tom    Sarkissian, Kevin 
Congratulations and Thank You for assisting in providing a quality recreation 
experience. 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Bill of 2009.  This package is the first crucial 
step in a concerted effort to create and save 3 to 4 million jobs, jumpstart our 
economy, and begin the process of transforming it for the 21st century with $275 
billion in economic recovery tax cuts and $550 billion in thoughtful and carefully 
targeted priority investments with unprecedented accountability measures built in.  
Its our understanding, that some of these dollars will go towards developed recreation 
site and road/trail improvement. 
Have you accumulated 500 volunteer hours since January 1, 2007?  If you have, please 
contact me so that you can receive your America the Beautiful – Annual Pass. 
The volunteer program is open to all individuals and/or groups that are interested in 
assisting the Angeles NF in accomplishing natural resource management objectives.  
If you’re interested in assisting us in managing your National Forest or have questions 
about the Volunteer Program, please contact me at 818-899-1900 ext 229 or 
hokamoto@fs.fed.us 
 
/s/ Howard S. Okamoto 
Angeles National Forest 
Los Angeles River Ranger District 
Recreation Officer 
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Volunteer Events Calendar  

If you wish to get a electronic copy of this  Newsl etter, 
go to: http://www.mtlowe.net/ VolunteerNews.htm  
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WHO TO CALL TO REPORT 
POACHERS 
California Dept. of Fish & Game CalTip Poacher Hotline 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/enforcement/caltip.aspx 
1 888 DFG-CALTIP (888 334-2258), 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week 
 

LEARN HOW TO LEAD IN TRAIL 
REPAIRS/BUILDING 

Contact: 
Patrick Aubuchon, Chief Trail Boss.  
 818-781-7465 - bigaub@sbcglobal.net 

Why do people litter? 
 
 People who litter feel no sense of ownership or pride for the forest. Litter is about 
selfishness, as well as community apathy. People that litter believe someone else will 
remove it or they are too lazy to dispose of the item(s) properly. People in the act of 
littering feel it is not a big deal.  Once there is litter in the area, people are inclined to add 
to it.  
 Another form of litter is Illegal dumping. When ti mes get tough, people aren't as 
likely to fork over the money to take trash to the landfill. So some heave old sofas and 
construction waste onto rural roadsides or into canyons. Again a illegal dump  will grow 
in size if  not removed. 
 
 Why does litter and illegal dumps grow?  A popular sociological theory says that if 
a building has a broken window that is not fixed, chances are that another one will 
appear. Then another, and another, until the building becomes an eyesore. That illegal 
dump and trash pile will, just like the broken window in that building,  grow in size until 
removed.  
 
 Today, the “Leave No Trace” concept takes into account a growing number of 
forest users, asking visitors to actually leave their destination in better condition than 
they found it.  
 
 If you find litter in Angeles Forest, pick it up to enhance the area’s beauty for the 
next visitor.  If you find an illegal dump or more litter than you can remove, inform 
Howard about the location and amount of trash that needs to be removed. 
 
  You’ll feel good that you did, and those following in your footsteps will appreciate 
your effort.  
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LA County OHV Dialogue 
  The outcome of the LA County OHV Dialogue will help to address 
the recreation needs of a significant segment of the County’s 
population while proactively managing the location and effects of 
OHV activity. 
Need More Information?  Go to: 
www.lacounty-ohv.org 
or Contact: 
Robert Ettleman 
OHV Park Planner 
213-351-5134 
rettleman@parks.lacounty.gov 
February 4 – Adventure County Park 
               5 – Valleydale County Park 
              11 – Castaic Sports Complex 
              12 – Jackie Robinson County Park 
 

    City of Glendale special events  
     
    When: City of Glendale Parks and Recreation  Tree Watering: 
      Sun. Feb 15      Sat. Feb 28 
                 Sat. Mar 14       Sat. Mar 28 
       9:00am-12:00pm  
    When: Verdugo Mtns    Trail Maintenance 
       Sat. Feb 21, 2009 
       8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
    Where:  Brand Park 
 
    Contact: Jeff Weinstein - Trails and Open Space Specialist  
             City of Glendale  
             Parks, Recreation & Community Services  
             613 E. Broadway, Room 120    
             Glendale,  Ca 91206-4399  
             818-550-4478     Fax 818-548-3789  
            jweinstein@ci.glendale.ca.us 

HELP IS NEEDED!  
 The largest cycling event in America, the 
2009 Amgen Tour of California is a Tour de 
France-style cycling road race presented by AEG 
that challenges the world’s top professional 
cycling teams to compete along a demanding, 
recently expanded, 750-mile course from 
Sacramento to Escondido . 
  For the second year, the AMGEN - Tour 
of California will be on the Angeles NF. The 
District Ranger is requesting your assistance on 
Feb. 21, 20009. 
 If you have a Forest Service Uniform and 
would like assist us in providing vehicle control 
along the Angeles Forest Highway, please let me 
know your availability.  

Safety Tip: Watch the 
smoke rising from your 
campfire, if, after rising a 
few feet, the smoke dips 
back toward the ground, 
rain is coming your way. 
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Volunteers removing a tree 
off the trail  



Altadena Crest Trail Restoration 
Working Group (ACTRWG) 
www.altadenatrails.org      626-797-7243 

Alpine Training Services 
http://www.atsenviroaction.com 
E.A.D. is a new program from Alpine Training 
Services representing our "One Earth" 
philosophy -- that being there is only One Earth 
for us to live on, grow on, and make a future on. 
To learn more about Alpine Training Services 
and the programs we offer including our full 
course curriculums for canyoneering, rock 
climbing, kayaking, backpacking, & 
mountaineering, please visit our website at 
www.alpinets.com. 

Big Santa Anita Firesafe Council 
cafiresafe@sbcglobal.net 
Looking for volunteers to assist in fuel 
hazard reduction, trail maintenance and  
visitor information in Big Santa Anita  
   Canyon.  
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VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS    
 

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST FIRE 
LOOKOUT ASSOCIATION 
(ANFFLA) 
http://www.anffla.org 
Welcome to the Angeles National Forest Fire 
Lookout Association (ANFFLA), a nonprofit 
volunteer organization dedicated to restoring, 
maintaining and staffing the remaining lookouts  
of the Angeles National Forest. 
Be a Lookout for 2009! 
It's probably easier that you realize to become 
an active Fire Lookout with the ANFFLA.  It 
just takes a few classes training (which are quite 
fun!) and the desire to spend some time in the 
Angeles National Forest 

Angeles Mountain Bikers and Trail Keepers 
Mark Gage mrgy33@hotmail.com 
Hikers and Bikers working together on trails.  
We work on the trails almost every Saturday.  
Our focus trails are Lower Sam Merrill  and Castle 
Canyon. 

Antelope Valley Conservancy 
www.avconservancy.org 
OFFICE PHONE (661) 943-9000 
avconservancy@yahoo.com 

Audubon Center at Debs Park 
http://www.audubon-ca.org/debs_park.php  
(323) 221-2255 

 BEAR CANYON TRAIL CREW (BCTC)  
    Richard Nyerges 
     626-285-0962 nyerges@sbcglobal.net 
 
····  Feb  21 Bear canyon Outing  
 
Tell a friend!!! The work is very rewarding and we 
work in an environment that is absolutely 
beautiful  
 
 
 

Beyond Basecamp 
Beyondbasecamp.com 
323 896-0123 
Need volunteers to help in the maintenance of 
Valley Forge, West Fork  and  Devore Trail Camps 

Boy Scouts of America 
The High Adventure Team – Los Angeles Area   
www.boyscoutsla.org click H.A.T.  

Blight Busters Trail Crew 
Danny Treadway 
dayhiker86@yahoo.com 
Graffiti Removal & Trail Clean Up. 
 

ANGELES MOUNTAIN BIKE PATROL 
 mmcguirepoolspa@cs.com 
Our mission is to provide educational and a 
responsible image to all trail users. To encourage 
rider’s to obey forest regulations and working to 
preserve and protect trails. A.M.B.P is here to serve 
and inform the public. 

AC100  TRAIL VOLUNTEERS 
All Welcome, Work Schedule at: 
http://www.ac100.com 
Hal Winton Co-rd 
Winton4jesus@juno.com 



   JPL TRAILBUILDERS 
http://www.jplhiking.org/ 
Kathie Reilly 818-354-8321 (JPL)  
                       626-798-7256 (home)   
 Jack Russell 562-861-3187 
····  Feb 21  

We will continue to work the Mt Lowe East 
Trail. Maintenance consists mainly of lopping brush 
and widening the trail tread. The days are gorgeous 
out there right now.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California Trail Users Coalition 
(CTUC) www.ctuc.info  
····  Feb 18   Meeting   
   To provide a forum for all trail users to  
   discuss trail related issues, problems 
   and  alternative  solutions; to assist in  
   the planning, development, maintenance  
   and  patrolling of  trails to enforce rules  
   of the road; and to develop and maintain 
   programs designed to educate users on 
   proper use of trails and trail  etiquette. 
   Looking for interested hikers, mountain 
   bikers and equestrians to be a part 
   of this Coalition. If interested come to our 
   next meeting or check out www.ctuc.info . 

Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists  
Association (CORBA) 
Telephone (818) 773-3555 
http://www.corbamtb.com/cgi-bin/calendar.pl 
CORBA is an all-volunteer non-profit organization 
serving the mountain bicycling community of Los 
Angeles and its surrounding areas including southern 
Ventura County. We are dedicated to preserving open 
space, maintaining public access to public lands, and 
creating more trail opportunities for all to enjoy. 

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS    

Community Hiking Club 
661-259-2743 
email: zuliebear@aol.com 
Dianne Erskine Hellrigel 
····  Feb 7   Weldon to East Canyon  
····  Feb 14  Towsley Canyon  
····  Feb 21 We will meet Tracker Robert who 
   will talk to us about animal signs and tracks, 
   wilderness survival and edible and poisonous 
   plants. We will follow the presentation with a  
   hike in Placerita Canyon to the Waterfall    
····  Feb 28-Slide Mountain 
····  Trail Work-Every Sunday and other days by 
   arrangement. 
 
  Please RSVP to Dianne @zuliebear@aol.com  
 
Additional opportunities in Forest Service areas 
and State Parks on Saturdays and Wednesdays by 
arrangement with Dianne. 
 

Equestrian Trails, Inc. 
http://www.etinational.com/ 
A non-profit organization dedicated to the 
Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good 
Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation. For 
event information and helpful tips for horse 
owners.  

Haramokngna American 
 Indian Cultural Center 
www.haramokngna.org 
Kat at 310-455-1588, katcalls@aol.com 

HABITATWORK.ORG 
Kim Clark or Tom Persons 
818-353-4653 
http://www.habitatwork.org/calendar.htm 
····  Feb. 7/8   
   Wildlife Watering Hole Development 
   Wind Wolves Preserve 
 ···· Feb. 21/22  
   Fish Creek Watershed Conservation 
   Fish Canyon, Angeles National Forest 
Habitat Works is an environmental  
stewardship action group performing volunteer 
projects to improve the habitats of endangered, 
threatened and perturbed species in Southern 
California 
  

High Country Riders 
Forest wide equestrian volunteer group that 
patrols trails and can pack Trash, Rubbish, 
Equipment, Material and 
Supplies etc… to your Trail or worksite. 
Jonathan Schultz 951-830-3400 
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SAN GABRIEL 
TRAILBUILDERS 
http://www.sgmtrailbuilders.org 
http://www.crystallake.name 
Ben White 
bwootenwhite@hotmail.com 
626-303-1078 
For this winter 2008/09 and spring 
2009, we are continuing to work on 
restoring trails in the  Crystal Lake 
basin and building a new bridge at 
Laurel Gulch in the East Fork of the 
San Gabriel River  (enroute to the 
Bridge to Nowhere). We are also 
completing a bridge at the Rincon 
Educational Center. We work on the 
first, third, and fifth Saturday of each 
month. 

 Outward Bound – Los Angeles 
  http://www.obainc.org 
OBLA Purpose:  To provide meaningful nature-based 
education that promotes self-development, environmental 
responsibility, and outdoor career exposure for at-risk 
and urban youth.  
      Phone: 626-564-0844 
                                      E-mail: obainc.sbcglobal.net 
 

Monrovia Canyon Park 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/index.cfm/0/Canyon-Park-1.cfm 
Come and enjoy a wilderness experience only five 
minutes from  downtown Monrovia. This refreshing 
recreational site provides a peaceful and quiet setting 
for your family, social or business gatherings. Let  
your imagination and your appreciation for nature be 
revitalized as you explore the 80 acres of trails and  
serene picnic areas.  

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
 call Kathleen at 626-256-8282. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mt Disappointment 50K/50M 
www.mtdisappointment50k.com 
Gary Hilliard, Director 
gary@mtdisappointment50k.com 
····   Feb 14 Gabrielino Trail 
 

Mt. Wilson Observatory 
Association 
http://www.mwoa.org/tour.html 
PO Box 70076 , Pasadena,  
CA 91117-7076 
Is a volunteer organization supporting 
the Mount Wilson Observatory with 
membership is open to all interested 
persons 

Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) 
WWW.PCTA.org 
 
PCTA is looking for a Trail Crew Technical Advisor   
For more information: 
http://www.pcta.org/pdf/jobs/Technical%20Advisor.pdf 
 
From desert to glacier-flanked mountain, meadow to forest, the Pacific 
Crest Trail (PCT) symbolizes everything there is to love - and protect - in 
the Western United States. Join us as we celebrate, enjoy and safeguard 
this unique American treasure. 
 

Santa Clarita Valley Trails 
Advisory Committee 

Meeting on a Quarterly basis at  
Caravalho Sports Complex Activity Center. 

Wednesday Hiking Club and 
Granada  Club 

····   Feb 14  Outing 
 
We’re Korean-Americans, who love 
working in the National Forest. We work 
the 2nd Saturday of each month on 
maintaining the Sunset Ridge Trail, 12W18. 
 
 If you would like to join us or have any  
questions,  please contact  Ted Kim at   
infocus804@yahoo.com 

Volunteers of the 
Angeles National Forest 

Wrightwood, CA 
Loren Lake, President lorenll@verizon.net 
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SCENIC  
MT. LOWE RAILWAY 
http://www.mtlowe.net 
Brian Marcroft 562-868-8919 
Emworks@verizon.net   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TreePeople 
http://treepeople.org/ 
 Please come and visit our new  
Community Forestry at L.A’s Coldwater Canyon 
Park This Center for Community Forestry is about 
far more than planting and caring for trees. The 
Center seeks to teach the community new ways to 
protect our water supply and mitigate the harsh 
effects of climate change.  
For more information: (818) 753-4600 
 
William S Hart UHSD of Santa Clarita 
ANF Crew 5130 
 Work continues Wednesdays,  Thursdays 
and Saturdays in Elsmere Canyon and a 9 mile 
section of the PCT from the Indian Canyon TH to 
North Fork Station.  Beginning in January 2009, 
Hart Trails will be added to the District's Regional 
Occupation Training Program as a joint training 
venture between WS Hart Union High School 
District the USFS, PCTA, and MRCA.  In addition 
to high school credit,  students will be offered paid 
work experience while gaining practical exposure 
to land management practices and career pathways 
related to work in the great outdoors including; 
trail maintenance and construction; wildlife 
identification and conservation; backcountry 
navigation; environmental stewardship; wilderness 
first aid; and much more!     
  
  For more information, contact 
  Kevin Sarkissian at:    
  ksarkiss@hartdistrict.org  
  661.259.0033 X  

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS  
   

Hart Students hard at work 
 

Views of a sunset for Hart 
students after a day of hard work 
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Why do accidents occur. 
 
 There are different  kinds of hazards in any job done. Safeguards  are used to prevent  these 
hazards from causing  accidents. What procedure needs  to be done to prevent the same accident from 
reoccurring in the future?  
 
 In 1990 a British psychologist  James T. Reason created the  Swiss Cheese model  for use in risk 
analysis and risk management. The Swiss Cheese model  has since gained widespread acceptance and 
use in healthcare, in the aviation safety industry, and in emergency service organizations. It is 
sometimes called the cumulative act effect. 
  
 Each slice of cheese represents a safeguard: a defense or layer of protection intended to prevent a 
hazard from becoming a accident. 
 
 Holes in the safeguards (cheese slices)  are flaws or failures that increase the likelihood that a 
hazard will  cause an accident. No safeguard is foolproof; holes continually open, close and shift 
location. Each hole represents an active error or latent condition. 
 
 Active error/failures occur when a human is in direct contact with the system. For example 
pushing the wrong button, turning a switch by mistake. Latent condition/failure are harder to detect. 
They are failures that occur at any level of the organization and arise from decisions, policies or 
procedures made by people who are not at the point of action, such as designers, administrators, etc. 
 
 An accident can result from multiple contributing failures (holes). The growing trajectory path 
of a  error increases as more  layers of protection are lost. When enough safeguards are overcome, the 
resulting error causes an accident as shown in Figure 1. Accidents are prevented when a protective layer 
stops the error trajectory as shown in Figure 2. 
 
 After an accident occurs,  a review needs to be done to see where the holes are in the protection 
layers. Then derive  methods of reducing the number of holes or creating another protective layer so an 
accident is not repeated. 



Volunteer Today  
Send this in Right Away to 
Howard S. Okamoto—12371 N. Little Tujunga Canyon Rd  
San Fernando, CA 91342 
Name_____________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________ _______________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # (hm)_______________________________________ ________________ 
e-mail_____________________________________________ ________________ 
Interests 
Indicate what you would like to do. Circle area or enter your interests. 
Campground Host/ Visitor Information/ Smokey Bear - Fire Prevention/ 
Recreation Aid / Forest Patrol /Resource Management / Computers/ 
Research-Librarian / Office Clerical / Tour guide/ Fire Lookout/ 
Conservation Education / habitat restoration and tree planting 
Other:_____________________________________________ ______ 
_________________________________________________________ 

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter Los Angeles Times Mar 26, 2007  email: info@tundracomics.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Los Angeles River Ranger District 
12371 North Little Tujunga Canyon Road 
San Fernando, CA 91342  
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