
VOLUNTEER TODAY 
Dedicate Yourself to Caring for the Land and Servin g the People 
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GREETINGS 
VOLUNTEERS ARE THE HEARTBEAT OF THE FOREST SERVICE 
“ The Forest Service is about sustaining the health, diversity and productivity of the 
nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.” 
Chief Abigail Kimbell, January 2008. 
The mountains are alive with color (white, pink, purple, yellow etc) thanks to the saying, 
April showers bring May flowers.  Hopefully, the month of June, will bring beautiful 
weather to allow folks to enjoy this scenic landscape while providing an opportunity to 
visit to the Forest.  
On May 26, the revised Station Fire Recovery Closure Order No. 01-10-02 was 
implemented.   This revised order provides the public an opportunity to again hike, 
picnic and camp in some of the area previously closed to public access.  Locations now 
open include the Magic Mountain Wilderness, and vast majorities of Pleasant View 
Wilderness, West Fork of the San Gabriel River, Rincon Shortcut Road, Campgrounds: 
Millard, Chilao – Manzanita Loop and Horse Flats, Group Site: Bandido and Coulter 
and Chilao Picnic Area.  These areas will compliment Buckhorn Campground, Eagle 
Roost Picnic Area, Cooper Canyon and Little Jimmy Trail Camps. 
Student Conservation Association will be fielding either a crew to conduct trail 
reconstruction/maintenance or provide personnel to supervise various restoration 
projects within the Station Fire so if you’re interested in working on these projects 
please check out the Angeles National Forest website. 
www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/volunteering/ 
Presidential Proclamation--Great Outdoors Month.  To foster innovative, community 
driven strategies to protect our natural spaces, and to reconnect Americans with our 
great outdoors. To learn how you can join, visit:www.DOI.gov/AmericasGreatOutdoors. 
“I urge all Americans to explore the great outdoors and to continue our Nation’s 
tradition of conserving our lands for future generations.”  President Obama 
Local events:  June 5 is National Trail Day event at Mt Wilson and at Haramokngna 
American Indian Cultural Center at Redbox,  June 12, National Get Outdoors Day is a 
new event to encourage healthy, active outdoor fun at Chantry Flat and Operation Super 
Sweep in San Gabriel Canyon etc, so kick off the month of June by participating in an 
outdoors event. 
If you accumulated 100 volunteer hours during the 2009 calendar year, please contact 
me so you can receive your 2010 Annual Adventure Pass. 
Have you accumulated 500 volunteer hours since January 1, 2007?  If you have, please 
contact me so you can receive your Interagency – Annual Pass. 
The volunteer program is open to all individuals and/or groups that are interested in 
assisting the Angeles NF in accomplishing natural resource management objectives.  If 
you’re interested in assisting us in managing your National Forest or have questions 
about the Volunteer Program, please contact me at 818-899-1900 ext 229 or 
hokamoto@fs.fed.us 
 
/s/ Howard S. Okamoto 
Angeles National Forest 
Los Angeles River Ranger District 
Recreation Officer 
 

One of the 
saddest things 
is, the only thing 
a man can do 
for 8 hours a 
day, day after 
day, is work. 
You can't eat 8 
hours a day nor 
drink for 8 
hours a day, nor 
make love for 8 
hours. 
- William 
Faulkner 
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LARRD VOLUNTEER CALENDAR 

June  2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

1 2 3 4 5 
National Trails Day 

National Fishing and 
Boating Week 
Habitat Works 

San Gabriel Trailbuilders 
Community Hiking Club 
Mt Wilson Observatory 

Guided Tour 
6 

National River 
Cleanup Week 

June 5-13 
Habitat Works 

Non native plant  
removal 

7 
Great 

Outdoors 
Week 

 

8 
 

9 10 11 12 
National  Get Outdoors 

Day 
National Marina Day 

Operation Super Canyon 
Sweep 

Wednesday Hiking Club 
Mt Wilson Observatory 

Guided Tour 
Haramokngna 

13 
Non native plant  

removal 
 

14 15 16 
CTUC 

Monthly Mtg 

17 18 19 
AC100 Trail Work 

San Gabriel Trailbuilders 
Community Hiking Club 
Mt Wilson Observatory 

Guided Tour 
20 

Non native plant  
removal 

21 22 23 24 
 

25 26 
National Wildlife 

Foundation-led Great 
American Backyard 

Campout 
Mt Wilson Observatory 

Guided Tour 
Haramokngna 

Summer Solstice 
Great American 

Backyard Campout 
27 

MWOA Free 
Lecture 

Non native plant  
removal 

28 29 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you wish to get a electronic 
copy of this Newsletter, go to: 
http://www.mtlowe.net/VolunteerNews.htm  
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Arroyos and Foothills Conservancy 
(formerly Altadena Foothills 
Conservancy 
http://www.altadenafoothills.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AC100   http://www.ac100.com 

 ····  June 19th  Trail Work Silver Moccasin NRT, 
Shortcut Trailhead to Charlton Flat PA  
Hal Winton AC100 Co-RD Volunteer 12 
winton4Jesus@juno.com 

Altadena Crest Trail Restoration 
Working Group (ACTRWG) 
www.altadenatrails.org 626-797-7243 

Angeles Mountain Bikers and 
Trail Keepers (AMBTK) 
Mark Gage 
mrgy33@hotmail.com 
Hikers and Bikers working together on trails. 
We work on the trails almost every Saturday. 
Our focus trails are Lower  
Sam Merrill and Castle Canyon.  

       Angeles Mountain Bike Patrol 
        m.rmcguire@hotmail.com 
Our mission is to provide educational and a 
responsible image to all trail users. To 
encourage rider’s to obey forest 
regulations and working to preserve and 
protect trails. A.M.P is here to serve and 
inform the public. 

Antelope Valley Conservancy 
www.avconservancy.org 
OFFICE PHONE (661) 943-9000 
avconservancy@yahoo.com 
 

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST FIRE 
LOOKOUT ASSOCIATION 
http://www.anffla.org  

 

····  How about help  
   funding with a  
   purchase of a 
   reusable tote bag  
   for $5? 
 
Please contact:    
Pam Morey 
Forest Care Program 
Coordinator 
909-744-9510 ext. 125 
pmorey@fs.fed.us 
 

BEAR CANYON TRAIL CREW (BCTC) 
Richard Nyerges  
nyerges@sbcglobal.net 
626-285-0962 
····  June 5th  National Trails Day {Mt. Wilson}  
As of 3/19/2010 we do not know whether or not Angeles 
Crest Highway will be open. If the highway is still closed, we 
will still be meeting in La Canada on the ACH just north of 
the 210 freeway @ 7:30am, From there we might have to 
carpool up Big Tujunga and around to Red Box via Upper 
Big Tujunga Road. We have most of the necessary tools & 
supplies needed. R.S.V.P. so we bring enough tools for 
everyone. Bring water and lunch. Hat, gloves, long pants & 
long sleeved shirt, good boots and safety glasses are 
recommended.  

After we are done working, lunch will be  
served @ 12:30pm to all in attendance. Compliments of the 
Forest Service.  

          Thanks. 
. 

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS 

Audubon Center at Debs Park 
http://www.ca.audubon.org/debs_park.php 
(323) 221-2255 
····   June 19th Solar System Hands-on 
Training Maintenance &  
Design Description 
Call Wade Webb for more information at 888 
786 9322 or email wadesolarwebb@aol.com 
www.solarwebb.com 
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Mark Gage cutting down the vegetation 
along Sam Merrill Trail 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blight Busters Trail Crew 
Danny Treadway   dayhiker86@yahoo.com 
Graffiti Removal & Trail Clean Up.  

BEYOND BASECAMP 
Beyondbasecamp.com 
323 896-0123 
Due to Station Fire, no volunteer work will be 
needed until further notice. 

California Trail Users Coalition 
(CTUC) 
www.ctuc.info 
····  June 16th meeting 
To provide a forum for all trail users to discuss 
related issues, problems and alternative solutions; 
to assist in the planning, development, 
maintenance and hosting of trails; and to help 
enforce the rules of the road; and to develop and 
maintain programs designed to educate users on 
proper use of trails and trail etiquette. 
 
Come and Join Us 
CTUC meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every 
month at 5:00 p.m. at 3550 Foothill Blvd., 
Glendale, CA. 
Our meetings are open to everyone who wishes to 
participate. Volunteers have a great time working 
together on these types of projects. To volunteer 
on one of our projects, please join us by calling 
our Chairman, Terry Kaiser at 818-353-4682. 
 
You may also e-mail: edwaldheim@aol.com 

CITY OF GLENDALE 
Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department 
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/parks/default.asp 
Jeff Weinstein 
Trails and Open Space Specialist 
818-548-2000 jweinstein@ci.glendale.ca.us 
····  Beginning June 21st, the Parks, Recreation & Community Services Commission will meet the 3rd 
Monday of every month at 2:30 pm.  
  
( cont to pg 5)   
 

Big Sunday 
http://www.bigsunday.org 
Many people have expressed an interest in getting more 
involved with Big Sunday. That’s great! We could use all 
kinds of help throughout the year, whether it’s with our 
year-round calendar, our long list of holiday projects, 
special events, or – gulp – planning Big Sunday Weekend 
2011. If you’re interested, please contact Suzanne at 
suzanne@bigsunday.org. 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS 
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      Fire fact 
Whispering bells is 
most common in 
dry, recently 
burned areas; 
germination of the 
seeds may be 
triggered by the 
presence of burned 
plant material. 

Boy Scouts of America  
Los Angeles Area Council 
http://www.laac-hat.com/ 
····  June  5th  National Trails Day/Trail Boss 
Learn trail maintaince techniques  in Trail Boss. 
contact: jbhorton@gte.net 
      Cub Scout  Wolves from Pack 157, Pasadena  
relocated wood chips to a segment of Cobb Estate 
Nature Trail that leads to Sam Merrill Trail.  
 

Big Santa Anita Firesafe Council 
cafiresafe@sbcglobal.net 
Looking for volunteers to assist in fuel hazard 
reduction, trail maintenance and visitor information in 
Big Santa Anita Canyon. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (cont from pg 4) 
·  Brand Park Hike Club Join a Park Naturalist for some  
early morning exercise 
Dates & Times: Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 6:00 a.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Brand Park Bungalow 
Meet at the Trails and Open Space Program bungalow in  
the ball field parking lot. 
For Information call: (818) 548� 3795 
····   June 5th National Trails Day 
Location: Brand Park (meet at the Miss American Green 
Cross Monument) 
Description: Celebrate National Trails Day by performing 
 light trail work in Brand Park. All ages are welcomed,  
although some younger helpers often have difficulty working  
the entire shift. Wear sturdy shoes, hat and sunscreen, and  
bring work gloves and water. 
For Information, call: Russ Hauck at (818) 548� 3795. 
····   June 12th Campfire Program    
Topic: Living on the Ring of Fire (Earthquakes) 
Location: Dunsmore Park 
Description: Join us for a traditional campfire program 
 featuring songs, skits, smiles and s’mores. 
For information, call: Russ Hauck at (818) 548� 3795. 
····   June 13th  & June 27th Tree Watering 
Location: Experimental Forest 
Description: Seedling trees were recently planted and need water over the summer months. Wear 
sturdy shoes, a hat and sunscreen. Long pants are recommended. Meet at the fire gate where La Tuna 
Canyon Road meets the 210 freeway. 
For information, call: Dave Moreno at (818) 548� 3795 
····   June 16th   Growl, Rattle and Roar 
Location: Dunsmore Park Community Building 
Description: “Life in the Big City” is not limited to the human population. Join us for a discussion on 
dealing with wildlife in the urban/wild land interface. Topics will include coyotes, rattlesnakes, and mountain 
lions. For information, call: Eric Grossman (818) 548�3795. 
····   June 19th  Brand Canyon Waterfall Hike 
Location: Brand Park (meet at the Bungalow in the ball field parking lot) 
Description: With all of this winter’s rain, the waterfall in Brand Canyon is running with full force. 
NOTE: This is a moderate to difficult hike with some treacherous areas. Only experienced/capable 
hikers should participate. Hikers should wear sturdy shoes, a hat, sunscreen, and bring water. 
For information, call: Eric Grossman (818) 548�3795. 
····   June 26th  Full Moon Hike 
Location: Oakmont View Park (meet by the fire gate) 
Description: Enjoy a hike in the Verdugo Mountains by the light of the silvery moon. Wear sturdy 
shoes; bring water, and a flashlight. 
For information, call: Dave Moreno (818) 548�3795 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS 
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William S Hart students doing 
Wildland Fire training 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Hiking Club  
communityhikingclub.org 
661-259-2743 
Dianne Erskine Hellrigel      email: zuliebear@aol.com  
 

·  June 5th -O’Melveny Park to East Canyon and back! 
-Nick Staves will lead you on this great hike. Meet Nick at East Canyon at 8:00 AM to carpool to O’Melveny 
Park. Bring water, lunch. 
····  June 5th  -Condor Presentation by Dianne for PNCA  
10:00 AM at Eaton Canyon 
····  June 12th  -Chantry Flats 
 We’ll hike to 50’ Sturtevant Falls near Sierra Madre. It is a 9 ½ mile hike with a 2100’ elevation gain. Despite 
the distance it is a fairly easy trail. Bring lunch, snacks, lots of water and wear sturdy boots. Poles help if you 
have them. Meet at the outer Gate of Towsley Cyn before 7:00 AM to carpool to the trail head at 7. Sorry for 
the early meet time, but it is essential to get there early for parking. 
····  June 19th  -Island Fox Nature Series/Placerita Hike.  
Meet at Placerita Nature Center at 8:30 AM in the classroom. 
····  June 20th -FATHER’S DAY HIKE to the Bridge to Nowhere! 
Bring dad and the whole family. This hike is 10 miles RT with numerous deep river crossings, and boulder 
scrambling. It is moderate to difficult depending on the number of crossings and the depth and swiftness of the 
water. Bring water shoes. Meet at Towsley outside of the gate at 7:00 or meet at the trailhead sometime around 
8:00.HOW TO GET TO THE TRAILHEAD: Take the 210 to Azusa. Exit  San Gabriel Canyon Road. Drive up 
the canyon (north) for 10 miles, then turn east on the East Fork Road, and continue 8 more miles to the East 
Fork Ranger Station. Park just below the station. Walk north along the river of 0.5 miles before dropping to the 
canyon floor. Keep your eyes open for patches of road (trail) on the cliff on the right side. Using these patches 
will speed up your travel. Staying in the river bed will make the hike more challenging, and you will be hiking 
longer. Use this trail from November-June. Avoid it in high water times, such as after a rain, as you will be 
doing many river crossings. Remember to display your adventure pass. 
····  June 26th -Boston Scientific  Stewardship Event at the Native Garden  
(Garden Interpretive Tour, Garden Maintenance, East Canyon Hike) 8-12+ Everyone is welcome 
····  June 26th - Cold Creek Preserve 
Jerry will lead you on this hike. The Cold Creek Preserve protects the headwaters of Cold Creek, one of the few 
year-round streams in the Santa Monica Mountains. In 1984 The Nature Conservancy transferred 540 acres to 
Mountains Restoration Trust (MRT) to establish the Cold Creek Canyon Preserve. MRT continues to expand 
this pristine open space. It now exceeds 1,000 acres and includes thirteen waterfalls, numerous species unique 
to the Santa Monica Mountains, and great species diversity.  
Moderate 6 mile hike, 1000 feet elevation gain,  Bring sunblock, lunch/snack and plenty of water.  
Meet at Towsley at 7:45 for 8:00 departure or meet at trailhead at 8:45 
Directions to Trailhead: Meet 8:45 am (from 101 Ventura Fwy take Valley Cir/Mulholland Dr exit S, turn R on 
Valmar Rd [becomes Old Topanga Cyn Rd], R on Mulholland Hwy for 3½ mi, L on Stunt Rd for 1 mi, park on 
dirt shoulder on R). 
  

Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists Association (CORBA)     (818) 773-3555 
www.corbamtb.com 
····  June 5th  National Trails Day {Mt. Wilson}  
Join the US Forest Service, CORBA and several other trail user groups for a day of trail maintenance on the 
trails on and near Mount Wilson in the Angeles National Forest. Note: Angeles Crest Highway is closed! To get 
there drive up Big Tujunga Canyon then left on Angeles Forest Highway right on Upper Big Tujunga Canyon 
right on Angeles Crest Highway and then a left at Red Box on the Mount Wilson Road to the end of the road. 
Allow approximately 50 minutes for drive time from the 210 and Sunland Blvd. 
( cont to pg 7 )    
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Haramokngna  American Indian Cultural Center 
www.haramokngna.org 
Kat      katcalls@aol.com 
310-455-1588 
····  June 5th  National Trails Day 10:00am  
Music by Carlos Reynosa Native American food, hands-on 
activities Native land management information and basketry seed 
beater workshop by Lorene Sisquoc   
(special workshop by reservation, $25) 
 

Friends of Hahamongna  
www.fohwp.org 
The Friends of Hahamongna is an 
advocacy group working together for the 
protection of Hahamongna Watershed 
Park, one of Pasadena’s last great open 
spaces 

JAM Time2JAM.com 
Josh@Time2JAM.com (818) 714-0634 

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS 

High Country Riders 
Forest wide equestrian volunteer group that patrols trails and can 
pack Trash, Rubbish, Equipment, Material and Supplies etc…to 
your Trail or worksite. 
 
Glen Foster 760-868-8313 or 760-508-0344 

     second contact:  
Dave Ewbanks 909-489-5470 

HABITAT WORKS 
Kim Clark or Tom Persons 
818-353-4653 
http://www.habitatwork.org/calendar.htm 
····  Th./Fri. June 17th/June 18th   
Conservation Backpack, Bitter Creek 
Canyon Bitter Creek National Wildlife 
Refuge 
····  Sat. June 19th  
Conservation Day Hike on lower Bitter 
Creek Bitter Creek National Wildlife 
Refuge 
 
Habitat Works is hosting weekend 
conservation  campouts and 1-day 
projects, removing invasive species in 
Arroyo Seco Canyon.  Check our website: 
http://www.habitatwork.org/calendar.htm   
for project dates this summer and fall. 
 

JPL TRAILBUILDERS 
http://www.jplhiking.org/ 
Kathie Reilly 818-354-8321 (JPL) 
              626-798-7256 (home) 
Jack Russell 562-861-3187 
····  June 5th NATIONAL TRAILS DAYS  outing 
For carpooling, meet at 6:00 am at ball diamonds parking lot in 
the lower part of Hahamongna Park. Get off the 210 freeway at 
the Berkshire off-ramp and follow the signs for JPL and 
Hahamongna Park. Once you turn into the park, go down the 
driveway, make a right at the bottom and look for us in the 
parking lot by the ball diamonds. (If that is full, we park in the 
dirt lot directly at the bottom of the driveway) We will sign in 
and form carpools, leaving at 6:30 am sharp, returning by 4 PM.  
····  June 26th outing 
We can now do surveys of our trails in the Station Fire area (with 
Forest Service prior approval), and maybe soon we can actually start 
working those trails. We have Colby Canyon and San Gabriel Peak 
North and South Trails to survey. Mt Lowe East and West Trails were 
already surveyed --it is very sad to see all of the devastation, but these 
2 trails at least are in pretty good shape. 
 
The leaders always take passengers, but make sure you have 
plenty of gas in case we need more drivers (riders can give 
drivers $1 towards gas). If you need to leave early, notify the 
leaders at sign-in time. 

Concerned Of-Road Bicyclists 
Association (CORBA)      
 (cont from pg 6) 
····  June 5th  Cobb Estate Trail Inspection 
Walk through the Cobb Estate with Forest 
Service personnel to mark and document 
the official trails, unofficial volunteer-built 
trails. Make comments on which trails 
should stay and which should go. 
····  June 5th  National Trails Day  
Malibu Creek State Park 
Saturday, June 5 - National Trails Day - 
Site will be Malibu Creek State Park. We 
will be working on a variety of trails in the 
park. A great event with many groups and 
individuals participating. Call to receive 
information flier and specific information 
when available: 805-370-2301 (NPS) 
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                                                                              Mt. Wilson Observatory Association 
                                                                           http://www.mwoa.org 

                                                                               PO Box 70076 , Pasadena, CA 91117-7076 
          ····  July 4th –The Pavilion will be open 
                                                     Mt. Wilson Observatory Is Open to Visitors:   

        Mt. Wilson Observatory and Skyline Park are  
 now  both open to the public. The Observatory   
grounds, the Astronomical  Museum, and the  
Visitor's Gallery of the 100-inch Telescope are all  
open. The picnic grounds in Skyline Park are also  
open. Visitors are welcome. The hours are 10:00am  
to 4:00pm seven days a week.  

                                                                                             The main route to Mount Wilson, Angeles  
                                                                                   Crest   Highway from La Canada-Flintridge, is  
                                                                                   anticipated to remain  closed until mid-summer or  
                                                                                   later. The alternate route is 36 miles  long and starts  
                                                                                   in Sunland. Large, clear signs mark turning points.  
                                                                                            Turn-by-turn directions can be found at: 

http://www.mwoa.org/Directions%20to%20Mount%20Wilson%20Observatory%20via%20Alternate%20Route.pdf 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Monrovia Canyon Park 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
call Kathleen at 626-256-8282. 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/community-life/parks/ 342-monrovia-canyon-park 

Matt Maxon    http://www.mattmaxon.com/ 

Mt Disappointment 50K/50M    www.mtdisappointment50k.com 
Gary Hilliard, Director   gary@mtdisappointment50k.com  
····  June   5th --�Kenyon Devore Trail              ····  July 17th  -- Kenyon Devore Trail  
····  June 19th -- Kenyon Devore Trail              ····  July 31st  -- Kenyon Devore Trail 
····  June 26th -- Kenyon Devore Trail     ····  Aug 7th   - The race! 
Trail-work meeting place: (Meeting time is 7:00am ) 
Until further notice all Mt. Disappointment trail-work volunteers will meet at the Starbucks parking lot at 8399 
Foothill Blvd, Sunland, CA  91040  
Directions:  
Exit at Sunland Blvd and go north off the 210 FWY.  
Sunland Blvd becomes Foothill Blvd, so continue north.  
Starbucks is at the corner of Oro Vista and Foothill Blvd (about ½ mile north of 210 FWY).  
You MUST e-mail Gary during the week before the trail-work day so we have enough tools!! 

Mount Wilson Bicycling Association 
http://mwba.org/ 
Ray Herrera  ray@pmbc. 
The Mount Wilson Bicycling Association was founded 
to be advocates of responsible trail use for mountain 
bikers in the San Gabriel Mountains.  We are a part of 
Save the Trails, an umbrella group for trail advocacy in 
and around the San Gabriel Valley, and cooperate with 
CORBA, IMBA, Pasadena Mountain Bike Club, Mt 
Disappointment Endurance Run, and others. 
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HABITAT WORKS BREAKS FOR A PHOTO, 
ARROYO SECO CANYON 

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS Fire fact�A thin layer of soil at or below the 
mineral soil surface can become hydrophobic 
(water-repellent) after intense heating. The 
hydrophobic layer is the result of a waxy substance 
that is derived from plant material burned during a 
hot fire. The waxy substance penetrates into the soil 
as a gas and solidifies after it cools, forming a waxy 
coating around soil particles." 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outward Bound Adventures 
http://www.obainc.info/ 
The mission of Outward Bound Los Angeles 
is to provide nature-based education that 
promotes positive self-development, 
environmental responsibility, and outdoor 
career exposure for low income, at-risk, and 
urban youth. Outward bound Adventures 
has numerous opportunities for volunteers, 
both administrative and for outings. To 
inquire about opportunities, please e-mail 
rsendrey@obainc.org or call 
626-564-0844 
 

San Bernardino National Forest Assoc. 
Partner For Conservation, Education and Recreation 
www.sbnfa.org 909-382-2790 
····  Canoe Tours 
Learn how to canoe on a leisurely 2-hour guided tour of beautiful Big Bear Lake. After a quick paddling lesson, 
you will cruise along the shore looking for beaver, great blue herons, and ducklings. Along the way you will 
learn the natural history of the Big Bear Valley along with the various flora and fauna found in the area. 
Children must  be at least 6 years old and must be  accompanied by an adult. Includes water and a  snack. Tours 
caravan to lake. Tours are  limited to  16 people;  reservations required.   
Call  (909) 382-2790 or   (909) 866-3437  
Fee: Adults $25, Children (6-12) $15,  
Family Rate (2 children/2 adults) $65 
Dates: May 15- September 6: Thursdays  
& Fridays; 3:30pm – 6:00pm, and Sundays; 1pm-3:30pm.  
····  Kayaking Tours 
 Learn how to kayak on a guided tour of Big Bear Lake. After a quick paddling lesson, you will cruise along the 
shore looking for wildlife  and discuss the natural history of the Big Bear  Valley. Children must be at least 10 
years old and must be accompanied by an adult. Includes water and a snack. Tour caravans to lake.  
Tours limited to 16 people; reservations required. Call (909) 382-2790 or (909) 866-3437  
Fee: $35 ages 10 and up  
Dates: May 15 – September 6: Wednesdays; 10am-12:30pm and Saturdays (3 Tours); 9am-11:30am, 12:30pm – 
3:00 & 3:30pm-6:00pm, Sunday (1 Tour); 9am-11:30am 
····  Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) Hiking Tour 
Get a chance to see a beautiful section of the scenic 2,650 mile PCT trail, which runs from Mexico to Canada. 
You will learn about the natural history of the area, along with the flora & fauna of the Big Bear Valley on this 
naturalist-led hike. A tasty lunch & transportation are provided. Hike is suitable for beginners to enthusiasts. 
Tour is limited to 12 people; reservations required. Call (909) 382-2790 or (909) 866-3437.  
Fee: $55 ages 11 & up 
Dates: Thursdays: June 3, June 17, July 1, July 15, July 29,  
August 5, August 19 and September 2 

Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) 
www.pcta.org 

Pacific Crest Trail Association 
1331 Garden Highway 
Sacramento, California 95833 
From desert to glacier-flanked mountain, meadow to forest, the 
Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) symbolizes everything there is to 
love - and protect - in the Western United States. Join us as we 
celebrate, enjoy and safeguard this unique American treasure. 

Fire fact�The relatively rapid recovery of chaparral shrubs is reassuring to see, but the wildflowers 
that follow a fire are spectacular. In mature chaparral, there isn’t much space for smaller annuals or 
perennials. When the space is opened by a fire, the wildflower “go wild” with wonderful displays of co lor, 
often covering whole hillsides. 
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SAN GABRIEL TRAILBUILDERS 
http://www.sgmtrailbuilders.org            http://www.crystallake.name 
Ben White bwootenwhite@hotmail.com 
626-303-1078 
····  For this spring 2010, we are continuing to work in the area of the East Fork San Gabriel River. Later in 
the spring we will be continuing to work in the Crystal Lake area. Also we plan to help restore trails in 
the Station Fire area. We work on the first, third, and fifth Saturday of each month. 
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San Bernardino National Forest Assoc. 
Partner For Conservation, Education and Recreation 
www.sbnfa.org 909-382-2790 
 

····  Canoe Tours 
Learn how to canoe on a leisurely 2-hour guided tour of beautiful Big Bear Lake. After a quick paddling lesson, 
you will cruise along the shore looking for beaver, great blue herons, and ducklings. Along the way you will 
learn the natural history of the Big Bear Valley along with the various flora and fauna found in the area. 
Children must  be at least 6 years old and must be  accompanied by an adult. Includes water and a  snack. Tours 
caravan to lake. Tours are  limited to  16 people;  reservations required.   
Call  (909) 382-2790 or   (909) 866-3437  
Fee: Adults $25, Children (6-12) $15,  
Family Rate (2 children/2 adults) $65 
Dates: May 15- September 6: Thursdays  
& Fridays; 3:30pm – 6:00pm, and Sundays; 1pm-3:30pm.  
 

····  Kayaking Tours 
 Learn how to kayak on a guided tour of Big Bear Lake. After a quick paddling lesson, you will cruise along the 
shore looking for wildlife  and discuss the natural history of the Big Bear  Valley. Children must be at least 10 
years old and must be accompanied by an adult. Includes water and a snack. Tour caravans to lake.  
Tours limited to 16 people; reservations required. Call (909) 382-2790 or (909) 866-3437  
Fee: $35 ages 10 and up  
Dates: May 15 – September 6: Wednesdays; 10am-12:30pm and Saturdays (3 Tours); 9am-11:30am, 12:30pm – 
3:00 & 3:30pm-6:00pm, Sunday (1 Tour); 9am-11:30am 
 

····  Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) Hiking Tour 
Get a chance to see a beautiful section of the scenic 2,650 mile PCT trail, which runs from Mexico to Canada. 
You will learn about the natural history of the area, along with the flora & fauna of the Big Bear Valley on this 
naturalist-led hike. A tasty lunch & transportation are provided. Hike is suitable for beginners to enthusiasts. 
Tour is limited to 12 people; reservations required. Call (909) 382-2790 or (909) 866-3437.  
Fee: $55 ages 11 & up 
Dates: Thursdays: June 3, June 17, July 1, July 15, July 29, August 5, August 19 and September 2;10am-2pm 
 

····  Holcomb Valley Off-Road Tour 
For the off-road adventurists, check out this 4x4 off-road adventure throughout Holcomb Valley. Visit the 
historical sites and learn about the Valley’s famous endemic wildflowers at pebble planes habitat while others 
are available throughout the summer. Explore the second largest gold rush historical region in California 
history. A tasty lunch, waters and snacks will be provided. Tours limited to 12; reservations required; call (909) 
382-2790 or (909) 866-3437 
Fee: $90 ages 10 and up  
Dates: Wednesday, Fridays and Saturday; May 19 – September 4; 10am – 2pm 
 

VOLUNTEER GROUP 
NEWS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Santa Clarita Valley Trails Advisory 
 Committee   (SCVTAC) 
A diverse user committee (Government – City of Santa Clarita Parks, Recreation and Community Services, 
Santa Monica Mountain Conservancy and US Forest Service; Groups - Equestrian, Mtn Bikes, Hikers 
(Community Hiking Club) formed by County of Los Angeles Parks and Recreation Department to assist in 
enhancing the non motorized trail experience within the NW portion of Los Angeles County (ie City of Santa 
Clarita, Acton, Antelope Valley etc). Meet quarterly at Santa Clarita Activities/Sports Center. 

SCENIC MT. LOWE RAILWAY 
http://www.mtlowe.net 
Brian Marcroft 562-868-8919     Emworks@verizon.net 
Boy Scout troop 526 performed a valuable service project this past weekend. 
The troop hiked in from dawn station to Mt Lowe trail camp on Friday evening and stayed until Sunday 
morning. They carried in hand tools as well as the alpine trail cart. On Saturday. they moved about 3 ton of rock 
to the void that was cut under the debris dam by the recent storms. The debris dam was in danger of falling 
apart. This action saved the dam from further damage and also will now make it easier for the dozer crew to 
clean up the area in August. When we went out to inspiration point We found some roofing work that needs to 
be done as well as some one with a good sense of humor. Whomever they are they helped us with deciding 
what to do where the oddball locating telescope tube post there at inspiration point.( see photos) It 
even has mirrors in it so it actually works.  
Many thanks to the leaders and young men of troop 526 
Brian Marcroft 
 

Roofing work needed 

Where is inspiration point? 
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Can you move it to the right? 

Mission accomplished!!! 

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sierra Club 
www.angeles.sierraclub.org/pasadena/ 
····  June 2nd meeting 
     Information is available on the group's hikes, 
outings, and conservation activities. Newcomers are 
always welcome. Social hour begins at 7:00 pm, 
program starts at 7:30 pm.  Eaton Canyon Nature 
Center, 1750 N Altadena Dr in NE Pasadena. For 
addtn'l info contact Membership Chair Elizabeth 
Pomeroy  626-791-7660. 
····  June 12th Potluck 
New and prospective members of the Pasadena Group 
are invited to join us from 5-8 pm for this outdoor event 
at a member's backyard. Learn about the Group's 
activities, which include hikes and outings, 
conservation and habitat restoration projects, and 
educational and community outreach programs. Please 
bring a salad, entrée or dessert; drinks will be provided. 
Contact Don Bremner or Tim Wendler for more details. 
····  Starting in  July 
In response to last year's Station Fire, the Angeles 
Chapter of the Sierra Club has created a new Sierra 
Club San Gabriels Trail Crew to undertake restoring the 
over 200 miles of trails affected by the fire and 
resulting storm damage, as well as helping to maintain 
trails throughout the rest of the San Gabriels.  Over 100 
of our volunteers have already participated in training 
classes offered by the US Forest Service. 

Beginning in July, we will be conducting trail 
work parties on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of every 
month.   
 

Volunteers of the Angeles National Forest 
Wrightwood, CA http://www.grassyhollow.net 
grassyhollow@hotmail.com 
Loren Lake, lorenll@verizon.net 
 
····  June 5th    Rockin’Geology Talk 
What’s underfoot in the San Gabriel Mountains?  
Learn about the rock cycle and what rocks you 
might see when you hike our local trails.   Leader: 
Bruce Garbaccio, Geologist 
····  June 12th     Lightning Ridge Nature Walk 
Walk though an area of the forest containing 
examples of the forces of nature that shape our 
region.   
Leader: Ellen Wilson, Volunteers of the Angeles 
National Forest  
····  June 19th    Bird Walk and Talk 
Learn about the local birds we can identify right 
from our deck at Grassy Hollow and then join us on 
a bird-sighting walk.    
Leader: Dan Guthrie & Neil Gilbert  Audubon 
Society, Pomona Valley Chapter 
····  June 26th       Native American Culture                
Learn how local plants were used by Native 
Americans for food, medicine, and more. 
Leader: Robin Cornett, of Li’l Hoss & Prairie Fox 
Native American Presentations 

William S Hart UHSD of Santa Clarita ANF 
Crew 5130 
For more information, 
contact Kevin Sarkissian at: 
ksarkiss@hartdistrict.org 
661.259.0033 X 525 

Sylmar Hang Glider Association                
http://www.shga.com/  
P.O. Box 922303 
Sylmar, CA 91392 
 Assisting in Kagel Mtn OHV restoration project 
 

Wednesday Hiking Club 
···· June 12th Outing 
We’re Korean-Americans, who love working in the 
National Forest. We work the 2nd Saturday of each 
month on maintaining the Sunset Ridge Trail, 12W18. 
If you would like to join us or have any questions, 
please contact Ted Kim at infocus804@yahoo.com 

Tree People 
http://www.treepeople.org 
Telephone (818) 753-4600 
TreePeople’s mission is to inspire, engage and 
support people to take personal responsibility for 
the urban environment, making it safe, healthy, fun 
and sustainable and to share the process as a model 
for the world. 

VOLUNTEER GROUP NEWS  
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Mt. Spencer Project           
I am attempting to name a peak after my friend and mentor, Jim "Trail Boss" 

Spencer. I have setup a Yahoo Group web site to show what items I have collected 
for the application to the United States Board of Geographic Names. The "Link" to 
the Group web site is: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mt_Spencer/  
 
All one needs to do is "Join" and then the .pdf files in the "Files" Section can be 
opened and viewed. One can "Post" messages to the Group without joining. In the 
"Joining" process, they have the choice as to how they receive E-mail from the 
Group. I select "Web Only" (No E-mail) and then just check the site when I feel like 
to see what is new. In the "Profile", they can also choose to have their E-mail 
address "hidden". It is "free" to "Join" and shortly after the application is accepted 
or rejected, I will terminate this Yahoo Group. The main purpose of the Group web 
site is to show what information has already been collected so that any duplication of 
effort can be avoided. 
 
An individual's "Letter of Support" that tells of Jim's contributions will be appreciated 
to include with the application. A sample, my "Letter of Support", is attached as a 
Word document and can serve as a "boiler plate" to be altered for an individual's 
"Letter of Support" if they think it is appropriate for them. A "Letter of Support" 
need not be a lengthy document. I found that a one page document concentrating on Jim's influence on me 
and his major contributions to the Forest that I had personal knowledge of was sufficient. I feel that ten 1 page 
"Letters of Support" would be of more benefit that one 10 page "Letter of Support" for the application to the U. 
S. Board of Geographic Names. 
 
I think there are enough supporting items for explaining "Trail Boss" in the application. If individuals have 
something that should be included in the application, they can "Post" it in the "Files" section or send it to me. 
 
The map on the Yahoo site shows the "unnamed" peak that I think is appropriate. It is "9086" on the ridgeline 
between Mt. Burnham and Mt. Baden-Powell, two peaks that honor important founders of the Boy Scout 
movement. A Scout Troop hiking for the Silver Moccasin Trail Award will pass within about 200 feet of this 
peak. 
 
Several months ago, District Ranger Mike McIntyre said that he was working on a "Letter of Support" from the 
U.S. Forest Service. Several months ago the Boy Scouts Los Angeles Area Council High Adventure Team 
said that they were working on a "Letter of Support" and were going to provide information about Jim's 
National Hornaday Gold Medal Conservation award. 
 
I would like to submit the application as soon as possible. The required five year waiting period after Jim's 
death was satisfied on February 16, 2010. I welcome any comments or suggestions that anyone might have. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
Regards, 
Terry Tanner 
USFS ANF Volunteer 11 
t2trails@sbcglobal.net 
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IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES   on  April 13,  1912     
 
 UNCLE SAM AS CITY BUILDER. 

To a sort of running obligate of  ringing, bright-bladed axes in the hands of lusty foresters and the 
tymphanic roar and crash of dynamite clearing giant  boulders from his majestic path, Uncle Sam has gone into 
the townsite business in his big forest reserves.  
 The blossoming out of the government of the United States as a moditled variety of real estate agent, 
collectively speaking, is not a phenomenon developed for revenue only, however, but merely part of an 
organized plan for the opening of its more picturesque possessions and the education of the people to their 
aesthetic values. 
 By way of a beginning, 100 town lots are to be cleared immediately by Forest Supervisor Chariton in 
the most picturesque part of Santa Anita Canyon, on the old Sturdevant trail from Sierra Madre. In order to 
facilitate access to the place, the government is taking a leaf out of the book of enterprising real estate agents 
and making a road to its proposed mountain colony. This work is  considerably lessened by the fact that there is 
already a fair trail to a place near the projected site. This is being enlarged, smoothed over and improved 
otherwise by judicious mixture of ax-blade and giant power in the hands of a considerable force of men under 
the personal direction of the supervisor. 
 Immediately after the townsite is all ready for occupancy the lots will be put on the market. It is not the 
intention of the government to allow anyone, however capitalistic, to but any of the forest reserve, however. All 
that the prospective mountaindweller will be able to do will be to pay the government $15 dollars a year for a 
lease upon one of the lots. He will then be allowed to build upon it anything he pleases, from a Swiss chalet to 
an ordinary log cabin, provided he does not violate the stated requirement as to timer-cutting in so doing. 
 There are no residence requirement whatever attaching to occupying this kind of government land. One 
pays his $15  a year and that is all there is to it. He can stay away the year around if he so desires or can sit at 
his own fie from year’s end to year’s end with no interference from the parental founder of the town, so long as 
he adheres to the few and simple rules laid down by the forest rangers for his guidance. These relate mostly to 
the kind of wood he can cut for his fire and to precautions to be observed in building it. 
 The lots are 50x100 feet each and will be available for leasing purposes about June 1. They are so 
located in reference to each other that a town of very respectable size will be formed when all are taken. It is 
anticipated that this will not take long, as one site of unusual attractions even for Santa Anita Canyon. The 
actual cost of preparing the site of the trail is being divided between the government and a private individual 
individual interested in the welfare of the canyon. 
 Another notable step in the development of the picturesque properties of the government reserves is 
now well under way,  the opening of a trail which will connect Mounts Lowe and Wilson from peak to peak. 
Begun about ten days ago under the direction Supervisor Charlton, it is expected that not more than a month 
more will be needed to finish the work. The total cost of the four-mile trail is estimated at $600. 
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Flash forward to  2010 
Hikers will see many cabins by the trail and nestled among the oak, bay, and alder trees along the way.  
These privately owned cabins were constructed individually from the 1890’s through the mid-1920’s.  
There are 81 still standing today, all that remain of the approximately 350 original cabins.  Accessible by 
foot only, just as they were a hundred years ago, few have any of the modern amenities many of us take 
for granted, services such as electricity, central heat, or piped-in water for example, or indoor plumbing 
(although some have been retro-fitted with solar panels and very basic indoor plumbing).  There is, 
however, the original telephone system of sorts that has been in operation for over sixty years:  a single 
line hand crank 6-volt battery operated system that runs between Sturtevant’s Camp and Chantry Flat.  It 
is not part of the modern world wide communications network by any means. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Meeting 19-May-2010 minutes By Kathie Reilly 
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Los Angeles River Ranger District 
12371 North Little Tujunga Canyon Road 
San Fernando, CA 91342  

Volunteer Today  
Send this in Right Away to 
Howard S. Okamoto—12371 N. Little Tujunga Canyon Rd  
San Fernando, CA 91342 
Name_____________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________ _______________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # (hm)_______________________________________ ________________ 
e-mail_____________________________________________ ________________ 
Interests 
Indicate what you would like to do. Circle area or enter your interests. 
Campground Host/ Visitor Information/ Smokey Bear -  Fire Prevention/ 
Recreation Aid / Forest Patrol /Resource Management  / Computers/ 
Research-Librarian / Office Clerical / Tour guide/ Fire Lookout/ 
Conservation Education / habitat restoration and tr ee planting 
Other:_____________________________________________ ______ 
_________________________________________________________ 

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter Los Angeles Times Mar 1, 2 010 email: info@tundracomics.com  
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USDA Forest Service Los Angeles River Ranger District 
 

 

National Trails Day 2010 
 

DATE:  June 5, 2010, meet at 8:00 a.m., registration: 8:00 to 8:30 am 
LOCATION:   Meet at Mt Wilson-Skyline Park Parking Lot  
   
EVENT:  The USDA Forest Service and associated LARRD volunteer organizations will celebrate Mt. 
Wilson Trails Day on June 5, 2010.  The celebration will include 4-6 hours of trail work on the Mt 
Wilson trail system to celebrate the event.  This event is organized by the volunteer groups of the Los 
Angeles River Ranger District.   
 
Lunch and Bottled water will be provided by the Los Angeles River Ranger District.  Activities will 
end at 3:30 PM. 
 
This activity is open to all volunteers, including sponsored groups.  Those who are volunteering for 
trail work for the first time, please identify yourself to the registrar, so we can arrange for a Trail Boss 
to provide instruction and proper tools.  Please bring personal equipment listed below. 
 
Personal Equipment to Wear while working: 
Work gloves, work shoes, work clothes (long sleeve shirts and long pants), sun protection hat, hard-hat 
(if available), Ten Essentials (include a personal First Aid kit), Water (2 Qt's.), snacks.  Be prepared to 
hike about a mile and work until 12:30.  Lunch and  Bottled water will be available at Skyline Park 
Pavilion. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From 210 Fwy in La Canada, go west on 210 Fwy (7 mi), exit at Sunland Blvd and go east 
(right turn) to Ora Vista Ave. (6 blocks).  Turn left (north) onto Ora Vista Avenue (beware of dips and sharp 
90 deg turn).  Proceed east to Angeles Forest Hwy, turn left on Angeles Forest Highway to Upper Big 
Tujunga Canyon Road.  Proceed east on Upper Big Tujunga Canyon Road to Angeles Crest Highway and 
proceed south to Redbox-Mt Wilson Road.  Turn south and proceed to Mt Wilson-Skyline Park.  Allow 1  
hour driving time from the 210 Fwy.  Carpool if possible. 
              

For Additional Information, contact one of the following:  
USDA Forest Service, LA River Ranger District, Little Tujunga Ranger Station  
(M-F, 8am – 4:30pm):Howard Okamoto   

 Recreation Officer   
 (818) 899-1900 X229   

(Evenings):   John Horton    David Ledford   
   Vol. Leader, Training  Vol. Leader, Training   
  (310) 375-5032   (310) 373-2111  
 

Additional training opportunities are scheduled for:  
September 11, 2010, Advanced Leader Training (High Country). 
 
 National Trails Day training activities are open t o all volunteers, including sponsored groups. 
 

NATIONAL TRAILS  


