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Eagle Scouts Help to Make Angeles National Forest 
Safer for Visitors 

Submitted by: Dennis Merkel 
 

There are many volunteer groups and individuals who provide immeasurable assistance to the US Forest 
Service. As you walked around the Los Angeles River Ranger District (LARRD) this year you might have 
noticed new vehicle barriers installed in campgrounds and picnic areas. You also may have noticed new 
retaining walls and trail maintenance work on various trails throughout the District. In addition, there were 
improvements you might not have noticed such as new retaining walls installed to prevent roadways from 
eroding, newly constructed picnic tables, and repair work on wooden toilet structures in the Forest. These 
projects all come to us courtesy of just one of the various helpful volunteer groups: Eagle Scout volunteers. 
Eagle Scout candidates volunteered many hours each this past year to make these much needed trail, 
campground and picnic area improvements for the benefit of our visitors. 
 

In order to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout within the Boy Scout system, Scouts must demonstrate leadership 
and planning skills while volunteering for the local community. Each Eagle Scout candidate must spend at least 
one hundred hours planning, coordinating, and executing their project, however many projects often take more 
than the required one hundred hours. Many Scouts choose to volunteer their time in the Angeles National Forest 
helping to ensure the needs of our visitors are met.  

 

Eagle Scout Projects are a perfect example of the partnerships the US Forest Service makes with the local 
community in order to promote cultural awareness and community support. We hope to encourage future 
partnerships with local youth and adult groups. If you know of any who would like to volunteer make sure to 
direct them to the Volunteer Coordinator for the LARRD. 
 

We all know volunteering is fun but did you know it can be rewarding too? The “America the Beautiful” Federal 
Recreational Lands Pass Program gives any volunteer who reaches the goal of 500 volunteer hours a free 
Interagency Admission Pass to any one of the following agencies: USDA Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, Bureau of Reclamation, Fish & Wildlife Service, and the National Park Service. This program is 
designed to thank volunteers for all that they do. The pass is good for one year and can be used more than once.  

 

If you would like to participate in this wonderful program all you need to do is sign-up and report your hours to 
the LARRD Volunteer Coordinator, Dennis Merkel – phone 818 899-1900 Ext 229 or email 
DCMerkel@fs.fed.us  You can reach the goal of 500 hours in one month, one year, or ten years. It’s all up to 
you! For more information about this program 
 or to sign up please contact the 
 Los Angeles River Ranger District Office. 
 This is a wonderful way to experience the 
natural and historical wonders of our 
country for free! 
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····  FOREST SERVICE ACTIVITIES  
If you are interested in supporting either of these Forest Service 

activities, please contact Dennis Merkel, LARRD Recreation Staff 
Officer, at (818) 899-1900, ext. 229 or dcmerkel@fs.fed.us. 

 ····  Campground Hosts volunteers! Los Angeles River Ranger 
District is in need of volunteers to serve as campground hosts for Monte 
Cristo, Buckhorn, and Chilao Campgrounds.  The satisfaction of 
helping both the National Forest  and its visitors is the Campground 
Host’s greatest reward. By their presence, Campground Hosts minimize 
vandalism thereby saving the taxpayer many dollars in upkeep and 
property damage. There is no substitute for the personal touch that 
makes a camper feel welcome and “at home.” Campground Hosts meet 
visitors from all walks of life, and often fellow campers become lasting 
friends. Many Campground Hosts and campers return to the same 
campground year after year, sharing stories of new grandchildren, 
winter activities, and old memories. 
 ····  Recycling/Fund raising volunteers!  New recycling centers 
have been recently installed on the District and volunteers are also 
needed to assist with the new recycling program. The funds from the 
recyclables can be used by the volunteer group.  

····  NEED TRAIL WORK HELP!  
 The Arroyos and Foothills Conservancy  (“AFC”) recently completed its 
purchase of 38 acres of undeveloped land at the mouth of Rubio Canyon. One of its first 
projects is the restoration of the historic trails that run through the property, which 
connect Rubio Canyon directly to Inspiration Point via the Lone Tree Trail.. Paul Ayers 
is directing the restoration for the AFC, beginning with the Camp Huntington Trail and 
the Lone Tree Trail via the old Edison jeep road.  Paul is looking for volunteer to assist 
the project with "pick, shovel and rake work" under the guidance of experienced 
volunteer trail builders for about four hours the first Saturday morning of each month. 
Rain cancels.  Tools will be provided.     
 Paul’s contact information is:       ayerspaul@sbcglobal.net    818-378-3217. 
 

Electronic copy of Newsletter at: 
 http://www.mtlowe.net/VolunteerNews.htm 
 

"Desperation is sometimes as 
powerful an inspirer as genius" 

Benjamin Disraeli 
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Don’t Forget ! 
LARRD Volunteer Meeting 

January 18, 2012 
701 N Santa Anita Ave. Arcadia, CA 91006  
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Can you name these items? 
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CORPORATE LOGOS 
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Angeles Forest Flora 
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Plants that are not wanted in Angeles Forest: 
Tree Tobacco (Nicotiana glauca) 

Toxic Characteristics 
 As a member of the nightshade family of plants it 
produces  anabasine which is  similar in both structure and 
effects  as nicotine.  
 Nicotine is a plant defense  to leaf eating insects. 
Nicotine was widely used as an insecticide in the past and 
currently nicotine analogs such as imidacloprid continue to 
be widely used. 
 This natural insecticide makes all parts of  the plant 
poisonous if ingested 
 

What is it?   
 It can be found growing below 4000 feet. The species 
name glauca means bluish-gray, referring to the color of the 
1 to 4 inch long oval-shaped leaves found alternating on long 
stems.  
 It is technically a misnomer to refer to Nicotiana 
glauca as Indian Tobacco, as that is the common name of a 
separate species, though this and others in the Nicotiana 
genus are often grouped and referred to as such. 
  Common characteristics of Nicotiana are a sticky leaf 
texture, smelly odor, and narcotic properties. As the name 
suggests, members of this genus were of social and medicinal 
uses to native peoples of the region.  
 Woody, evergreen shrub to 3 meters high with erect 
sparsely branched stems. 
 The flowers are 1 1/4 to 2-inches long, yellow and 
tubular, congregating at the ends of branches. Common 
bloom time is April to November. Long tubular yellow 
flowers. Fruit is a capsule, produces many seeds that are 
dispersed by wind and water. 
 

Where did it come from? 
 The plant was introduced as an 
ornamental to the United States  in the late 
1800s.  
 It was imported from  Bolivia 
&Argentina regions of South America. 

How does it spread? 
 Tree tobacco is a prolific seed 
producer that are dispersed by wind 
and water.  Plants are self compatible 
and are fertilized by moths and 
hummingbirds. 

 

Why is it a Threat? 
  Drought resistant, tolerant of 
a wide range of environmental 
conditions. Outcompetes native 
vegetation often forming 
monospecific stands and is toxic to 
livestock. 
 

Flowers 

leaves 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations  
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To Mark Gage for Trail 
builder of the Millennium  To the McGuire's  for 

100 hours of service 

In Memory 

Richard Alan Nyerges 
 

November 7, 1953 
December 4, 2011 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AC100   http://www.ac100.com 
By: Hal Winton and Ken Hamada 
 

The 25th Annual Angeles Crest 100 Mile 
Endurance Run AC100 is now full. We are 
not taking any more application.  
 
Angeles Mountain Bikers  
and Trail Keepers Mark Gage  
mrgy33@hotmail.com 
Hikers and Bikers working together on 
trails.   We work on the trails almost 
every Saturday.   Our focus trails are 
Lower Sam Merrill and Castle Canyon.  

 Angeles Mountain Bike Patrol  
 m.rmcguire@hotmail.com 
   Our plans are to work with CORBA on 
the Gabrillio trail and rim trail. 
  

Antelope Valley Conservancy 
www.avconservancy.org 
avconservancy@yahoo.com 
OFFICE PHONE (661) 943-9000  
Facebook: Antelope Valley Conservancy 
    ···· If you use Google or any other search engine, please try 
GoodSearch.com to help us build the Sustaining 
Endowment. Just type “av conservancy” as your charity 
and Yahoo donates a penny for each search- at no cost to 
you! Do it now, so you don’t forget.  Thank you! 
 

ANGELES NATIONAL  
FOREST FIRE LOOKOUT 
ASSOCIATION 
http://www.anffla.org  

 

pammorey@fs.fed.us 
Forest Care Program Coordinator 
909-744-9510 ext. 125 
 
 ····  Help rebuild  
Vetter Mtn Fire Lookout 
with a purchase of a  
reusable tote bag for $5. 
 
···· It’s probably easier that you realize to 
become an active Fire Lookout with the 
ANFFLA.  It just takes a few classes 
training (which are quite fun!) and the 
desire to spend some time in the Angeles 
National Forest.  For more information 
about becoming a fire lookout 
 contact: Pam Morey  
 

····  Help support ANFFLA everytime you 
shop!  Register your Ralphs Club Card 
and your Food4Less card and ANFFLA 
will receive a donation every time you 
shop.  It's an easy to help support our 
efforts and costs you nothing! 
contact: Pam Morey  
 
   
 

Altadena Crest Trail Restoration  
Working Group  626-797-7243 
Monthly meetings on second Tuesday at  
Altadena Community Center 
www.altadenatrails.org 
 

Arroyos and Foothills Conservancy 
http://www.altadenafoothills.org/ 
 

John Howell, Executive Director (626) 796-3004 
 

Face book: Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy 
If you're interested in helping with trail and habitat 
restoration in the canyon,  
go to: http://www.arroyosfoothills.org/volunteer/ 
 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS 

 Antelope Valley College, Marauders Fire Crew 
     Karl Smith  
     karllsmith@aol.com 
    661 722 9097 
 ····   Although most of the group are members of the fire 
crew, we also invite other volunteers to join us in trail 
maintenance and other projects.  Check us out on face book.  
AVC Marauders-fire. 
  ····  We have been doing trail work on all the Districts of 
the Angeles, mostly through the Pacific Crest Trail 
Association.  We do have a volunteer agreement with the 
Angeles NF separate from the PCTA also.  
  We usually do some kind of projects several times per 
month. We are based out of the Antelope Valley College in 
Lancaster.  Anyone wanting information about working with us 
can contact Karl Smith.  
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Big Santa Anita Canyon   http://www.bigsantaanitacanyon.com/ 
····  Year round, 6 am to 8 pm every day.  
····   The road is gated and the gate is locked at night.  Be sure to return to your car before 7:30 pm or you may not 
     get out!  During and after heavy rains, fires, or after significant earthquakes, and during fire alerts the road  
    may be closed. 
····  The Sierra Madre Police Dept. is in charge of locking / unlocking the gate. If you are concerned that the road  
    might be closed you can call them for info: 626 355-1414. 
···· Adams Pack Station Contact: Friday, Saturday & Sunday   8:00 am - 5:00pm (626) 447-7356   

Blight Busters  Trail Crew 
Danny Treadway      dayhiker86@yahoo.com 
····  Jan 28th  Echo Mt. Clean-up  Will be performing a clean up effort of Mt Echo Meet at 8am. 
                  Meet at  Farnsworth Park. 
            568 East Mount Curve Ave. , Altadena CA. 91001 

Audubon Center at Debs Park 
http://www.ca.audubon.org/debs_park.php 
(323) 221-2255     
 FACEBOOK: AUDUBONDEBSPARK  
····  Jan 7th        Family Nature Walk 
····  Jan 1st/8th/15th/22nd/29th        Tai Chi 
····  Jan 20th    Nature Together 
····  Jan 21st   Womans Fitness 
····  Jan 21st  Solar system training  
                  Call Wade Webb for more  
                   information at  888-786-9322  
                   or email wadesolarwebb@aol.com  
····  Jan 28th  Old Time String Band Jam Session

 BEAR CANYON TRAIL CREW  
Pam Bailey  baileypm@msn.com 
····  Jan 21st Outing 
 I would like everyone to know that we  
will be going into Bear Canyon for trail work 21 January, 
as Richard had scheduled. 
  Please contact me at my home email 
baileypm@msn.com for future correspondences,,, I will 
have Richard's sons help me to get his  information from 
his computer in the next few weeks so I will have his  
distribution lists etc. 
 
Have a safe and happy holiday 
See you on the Trail 
Pam Bailey  310-692-0075 

California Trail Users Coalition (CTUC)  
www.ctuc.info 
····  Jan  18th meeting  Come and Join Us 
CTUC meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 5:00 p.m. at 3550 Foothill Blvd., Glendale, CA. 
 Our meetings are open to everyone who wishes to participate. Volunteers have a great time working 
together on these types of projects. To volunteer on one of our projects, please join us by calling our Chairman, 
Terry Kaiser at  818-353-4682. You may also email: edwaldheim@aol.com 

Boy Scouts of America  
Los Angeles Area Council  
 http://www.laac-hat.com/ 

CITY OF GLENDALE    Parks, Recreation & Community Services Dept 
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/parks/default.asp    

Jeff Weinstein   jweinstein@ci.glendale.ca.us 
Trails and Open Space Specialist     818-548-2000  
····  Jan  7th   Introduction to Geocaching (Deukmejian Wilderness Park) 
                  Space is limited    RSVP  818-548-3795  No fee for this class 
····  Jan  21st  Third Saturday Wilderness Workday 
                  Deukmejian Wilderness Park  
····  Jan  28th Happy Tails on Happy Trails 
                  hike with your dog at Brand Park 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS  
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Community Hiking Club   
communityhikingclub.org     
Face book: Community Hiking Club    661-259-2743   
Dianne Erskine Hellrigel   email: zuliebear@aol.com   
 Welcome to the Community Hiking Club!  
The Community Hiking Club is based in Santa Clarita, California. We organize hikes for all fitness levels, 
conduct ecn-hikes for kids, offer presentations about condors, wildlife corridors and African animals to the 
public, and work to preserve open space and wilderness in the SCV and throughout California. We also work to 
improve habitat in the forest and our open space, do clean ups, graffiti removals, Tamarisk removals, trail 
maintenance, and much more. All ages are welcome to join us. Although many of our hikes are listed as 
moderate to difficult, we can accommodate everyone on every hike.  
 We look forward to seeing you on the trail with us soon! 
 Join our FACEBOOK page as a fan and get updates, schedules, and photo albums on your face book 
newsfeed! It's easy-just go to facebook.com, and enter Community Hiking Club into your browser! 
 

····  Jan  1st  -HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!  
 Join us for our annual New Year’s Hike-This will be our 4th year of celebrating the New Year by 
climbing up Los Pinetos. We’ll be meeting at Walker Ranch, heading up Los Pinetos to the Wilson Canyon 
Saddle, and heading back down Los Pinetos. The more adventure minded folks can add mileage by heading 
down Wilson Canyon and back on their own. This is an easy 7 mile trip with an 800’ gain. Say hi to our Sierra 
Club Friends on your way down (who start later than we do). Meet at the Walker Ranch trail head before 9:00 
for a 9:00 AM departure. 
 Leader: Kathy Schlesselman. Rated: Easy to Moderate 
. 

····  Jan  7th -Today’s hike will be in the historic Vasquez Rocks Park. 
 You will be joining Angela on the PCT Trail, and will go to view the wildlife corridor undercrossing 
that goes under the SR-14. Look for wildlife tracks and scat on both sides of the tunnel. It is common to see 
mountain lion, raccoon, deer and bobcat tracks. You may continue along the PCT after you cross through the 
corridor if you’d like. RT to the Corridor and back is just under 6 miles on easy terrain (one hill). Once you pass 
through the tunnel, it begins to get steeper. So, if you’d like, you can extend the mileage on your own. (Food for 
thought: It is 22 miles RT to Indian Canyon and back.) Meet at the Trail Head at 8:30 AM. 
 Bring your camera to take photos of the fabulous rock formations at Vasquez Rocks, lots of water, and 
lunch or snacks. Wear shoes with good tread. 
 Directions to Trail Head: From Valencia, go south on I-5, then north on SR-14. Exit at Agua Dulce 
Canyon Road. Turn left. Follow this road. It will take a turn to the right to a stop sign. Go STRAIGHT through 
the stop sign, and you will find the entrance to Vasquez Rocks County park on your right side, a short distance 
from the stop sign. Turn right, then turn left on the dirt road that will take you all the way back to the parking 
area where you will find us…..keep going until you can’t go any more. We’ll be parked up against the 
fence/railing. There is an “Andy Gump” that you can use here before we leave. Allow extra 
 Leader: Angela Rated: Easy-Moderate    (CONT  P10) 

A view from San Gabriel Peak 
         by: Neide Torres 

rebuilding  trail   
by: CORBA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Hiking Club   
. 
····  Jan  14th – Hike Mishe Mokwa and Backbone trails to Sandstone Peak 
 This hike will be a fast-paced, 9.5 mile loop with apx 1,400 ft gain in the Santa Monica Mountains from 
Circle X Ranch along the Canyon View trail to the Backbone Trail and Mishe Mokwa trails, including 
Sandstone Peak (3,111 ft). Bring water, lunch, snacks, and shoes with good tread. Meet at Towsley Canyon 
OUTSIDE the gate at 6:20 AM for a 6:30 AM departure to the trail head. You may also meet the group at the 
trail head at 8:00 AM. To meet at the trailhead: 
 To get to the trailhead, from Santa Clarita, take the 101 Fwy North to Camarillo. Exit S. Las Posas Rd 
(near the outlet stores). Follow Las Posas Rd to PCH. Go South on PCH for 9.1 miles, and turn left on Yerba 
Buena Rd. If you get to Mulholland Hwy, you have gone too far. Continue on Yerba Buena Rd for 5.4 miles 
until you see the Circle X Ranch on the right (12896 Yerba Buena Rd, Malibu). Park by the Ranger Station.  
 (Leader: Nikki)-Fast Paced    Rated: Moderate ++ 
 

····  Jan 21st -Gold Creek to Oak Spring to Yerba Buena Ridge. 
  This is a 5 mile hike with 1100' elevation gain in Little Tujunga Canyon. The trail starts in a oak 
sheltered trail head. The first 1.5 miles are up hill with the same views you would get from Bear Divide. Oak 
Spring, a oak shelter flat area nestled in hills covered with chaparral is a nice spot. The last 1/2 mile before 
Yerba Buena Ridge was burned during the Station Fire. The views of the San Fernando Valley and 
Sunland/Tujunga from the ridge are worth hiking through this area and you get a chance to see how fast the 
chaparral comes back. Meet at Towsley at 8:00 to carpool, or meet at the trail head at 8:30. 
 Directions to the trail head: Exit the 210 freeway at Osborne Street. The off ramp will put you on 
Foothill Blvd. Turn left. The first traffic light is Osborne Street turn left. Drive 3.9 miles. Turn right on Gold 
Creek Road. Drive 1/2 mile to Oak Spring picnic area. There is a restroom and ample parking. The trail head is 
20 minutes from Towsley. 
 Because of the spring and creek it would be best to do this hike in Jan./Feb. If you would like I could 
lead this hike. 
 Leader: Dave     Rated: Easy++ 
 

····  Jan 28tk-Hike Towsley Canyon Ridge. 
 This canyon has an amazing variety of strange geologic  formations and many different plant 
communities.  We will explore the ridge high above the canyon floor.  The trail begins with a steep winding 
ascent and includes breathtaking views of lush hillsides and canyons as it heads over multiple steep high points 
along the ridges and descends into Wiley Canyon. The terrain will be steep and the pace will be moderate, NOT 
recommended for beginners. 
 Bring hiking poles, plenty of water, sunscreen, bug repellent, Waterproof boots with tread, lunch, hat. 
 Meet at Ed Davis Towsley park OUTSIDE the front gate for a 9:00 AM departure. 
 Leader: Dave      Rated: Moderate ++ 
 

····  Jan 29tk -Corriganville Wildlife Corridor Trail : 
  9 miles with 900 ft gain. - Do you like hiking in loops? How about climbing over 900 feet! (wow!!). 
This trail goes into a secret wildlife tunnel that goes under a FREEWAY. The 118 freeway to be exact- there's 
no better way than the freeway! You might be asking yourself questions like... "what will I see on this hike?" 
"why should I go on this hike?", and "what is the meaning of life?". I have all your answers here in no particular 
order; gain a historical and natural interest for local trails, hug a dinosaur, and incredibly AWESOME rock 
formations AND caves. Oh man. By now you're asking yourself, "How do I get to this place and witness all of 
these AMAZING things?" Meet us at the trailhead at 8:30 AM. See Directions to trailhead below. 
 Bring: Lots of water, snacks, lunch, camera, and poles if you have them. 
 Directions to trailhead: Take the 118 fwy west toward Simi Valley. Exit Kuehner and turn left (south), 
about 1.5 miles to Smith Road. Turn left (east) to Corriganville Park on left. Restrooms at this park- no bushes 
this time around you lucky ducks! 
 Leader: Helen     Rated: Moderate to Strenuous  

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS 
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Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists Association     
         PHONE:  (818) 773-3555      
FACEBOOK:  CORBA            WEB:  www.corbamtb.com  
 

 The Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists Association (CORBA) is an all-volunteer non-profit 
organization serving the mountain bicycling community of Los Angeles and its surrounding areas 
including southern Ventura County. We are dedicated to preserving open space, maintaining public 
access to public lands, and creating more trail opportunities for all to enjoy. We are a chapter of the 
International Mountain Bicycling Association. 
 
For a complete schedule go to: http://corbamtb.com/Calendar/index.shtml 
····  Jan 2nd   COSTAC Monthly Meeting   6:30pm – 7:30pm 
····  Jan 25th   CORBA's monthly meeting of the board and members.  
                   Location TBD.   Please rsvp to info@corbamtb.com  6pm – 8pm 
 
····  REPORT: Gabrielino Trail, December 3, 2011 
 On a cool and mostly clear Saturday, CORBA and Mount Wilson Bicycling Association volunteers 
teamed up to work on the Gabrielino trail. The Gabrielino between Switzers and Redbox was opened to the 
public back in May 2011, though the trail has had little attention and was in very poor shape. Through many 
sections the old trail is simply non-existent.  Starting at Switzer’s Day Use area, the volunteers worked their 
way up the trail. 
 At the outset, two large trees were removed from the trail. These had toppled in the ferocious wind 
storm of November 30, 2011, and were not present when the trail was surveyed for work a week earlier. A third 
tree remains and is too massive to move with hand tools. The yellow warning signs greeting trail users on trails 
that pass through burn zones has a clear message: That trees, weakened by the fire, pose a considerable hazard 
and may fall at any time. Especially now, more than two years after Station Fire, dead trees are beginning to rot 
and weaken. Falling trees will continue to be a danger for years to come. 
 The volunteer trail crews, led by Mitch Marich of the MWBA, and Hans Kiefer and Steve Messer from 
CORBA, rebuilt two severely damaged drainages that required extensive rock retaining walls and rock 
armoring. In addition, tread was out sloped and widened along many narrowed sections and the brush was cut 
back. The crews worked on approximately 1.3 miles of trail, from switzers to the second stream crossing and 
switchbacks. Some sections of the trail now run along the alluvial wash at the base of the canyon. This was 
created by the tremendous water and debris flows of the past two winters. However, all of the trail worked on 
by the crew is now easily negotiable for trail users (with the exception of the one large downed tree that 
remains). With another day’s work in January, we hope to have the entire trail clear of significant obstacles and 
seeing regular use once again. 
 The crew was fed with pizza and sodas after the day’s work was done. Everyone came away from the 
event with a sense of satisfaction and were looking forward to getting the remain sections of trail completed in 
the new year. 
  

 Friends of El Prieto Trail 
 bannermoffat@earthlink.net 
····  REPORT: The wind storm did knock down a lot of branches – some of them quite large - and some trees on 
El Prieto. However, Steve Messner from CORBA and I were able to clear everything except one giant dead oak 
tree which will have to be climbed around & over until we can get it chain sawed. The rest of the trail is in 
relatively good shape. 
 2 Eagle Scouts have Forest Service approval to fix a section of El Prieto damaged by creek flooding for 
their Eagle Project which hopefully will happen early in 2012. 
 
- - Banner Moffat, Friends of El Prieto 
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High Country Riders 
Forest wide equestrian volunteer group that patrols trails and can pack Trash, Rubbish, Equipment, Material and 
Supplies etc…to your Trail or worksite. 
Contacts: 
Jonathan Schultz  a Forest Certified Animal Packer, Master Teacher for “LNT 
 Chainsaw & Crosscut  Saw Certified Volunteer. 951-830-3400    maujds@earthlink.net 
Glen Foster 760-868-8313 or 760-508-0344  
Or 
Dave Ewbanks 909-489-5470 

HABITAT WORKS  
 http://www.habitatwork.org  
Kim Clark or Tom Persons   818-353-4653 
 
Habitat Works is an environmental stewardship action group performing volunteer projects to improve 
wildlife habitat  in Southern California.  
 
For a complete schedule go to: http://www.habitatwork.org/calendar.htm 
 
·   Jan 21st & 22nd  Untaming the American West  
 There is nothing more satisfying at the end of the day than looking back over wild and free open space 
you helped recreate.  No more, will miles of barbed wire fencing left behind from cattle days, shut out elk, 
pronghorns, kit foxes, and the like, from roaming their historic homeland. We call this 'Untaming the American 
West'.  
     We will disassemble a long section of barbed wire fencing, wire and posts entirely, restoring the open space 
of this beautiful wildland and freedom of movement to wildlife in the area, including the once abundant, but 
now rare pronghorn and Tule elk.   
     We'll work with a few proven techniques as we make our way down the fence line  It's pretty easy and the 
work moves fairly quickly.    
     This is a rare opportunity to visit Bitter Creek, which is entirely closed to the public.  We'll be staying over 
in special accommodations, enjoy a lavish community feast and spend Sunday finishing up and then observing 
condors in the wild.  
     Bitter Creek is a 2 hour drive from the north San Fernando Valley.  Carpools are organized wherever 
possible.  Sturdy teens and up welcome.  Directions come out a few days before to registered participants. 
 
 
Haramokngna  American Indian  Cultural Center  
 www.haramokngna.org  

 We are open Sat & Sun from 10-4, and by appointment for groups during the week.  We now have an 
answering machine (if the electricity is working) at the Center –  663-449-8975. 

 We have resumed our land management practices - with our "culture club" - gathering the bounty of 
the mountains and using those materials for material culture.   
For more info on the culture club call  Kat at (626) 449-8975  
 
  

Friends of Hahamongna    
www.fohwp.org 
Go here to receive  E-mail  news about  the Hahamongna  park: http://www.fohwp.org/id18.html 
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 Monrovia Canyon Park  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/community-life/parks/ 342-monrovia-canyon-park 
Volunteering at Canyon Park 
 ···· Have you always wanted to be a park ranger sharing  your love of nature with others? Here is 
your chance  to fulfill your dreams! Training will be provided to  help you become a volunteer, who will foster 
an  appreciation, understanding and respect for nature  for those visitors who come to Monrovia Canyon Park. 
 ···· The benefit package included children's smiles and laughter, hikers who appreciate your clearing of  
trails, city folks whose facial expression relax and  attitude change as they find a respite from the  
hurried world below.  
Contact the Nature Center  at 626-256-8282  for more information and  an application. 
 

Mt Disappointment 50K  Conservation Group  
www.mtdisappointment50k.com  
 Gary Hilliard, Director 
 gary@mtdisappointment50k.com 
 

 Welcome to the Mt. Disappointment 50K Endurance Run where you can experience some of the finest 
trails and canyons of the San Gabriel Mountains. Our course is incredibly scenic, yet strenuous and challenging. 
We feature fully stocked aid stations as you become part of the semi-wilderness surroundings. The final climb 
to the summit of Mt Wilson up the Kenyon Devore Trail will test each runner with terrain and surroundings that 
are truly unique to these canyons. 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS JPL TRAILBUILDERS      http://www.jplhiking.org/ 
 Kathie Reilly 818-354-8321 (JPL)  626-798-7256 (home)    
 Jack Russell 562-861-3187 
 ····  Jan  7th  OUTING     ····  Jan  28th  OUTING  
 We’ve been weathered-out the last 3 outings. Hard to believe with the nice weather we are having now. We 
still have a little work to do from the saddle to the summit of San Gabriel Peak Trail. There is also some repair 
work near the top of the North San Gabriel Peak Trail we can access from the road. Then we will work Mt Lowe 
East Trail..  
 Meet at 8:15 AM at ball diamonds parking lot in the lower part of Hahamongna Park. 
 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS 

Mount Wilson Institute                  
http://www.mtwilson.edu/      �
P. O. Box 1909    Atlanta, Georgia 30301-1909          (404) 413-5484                                                   
····  The Cosmic Café is now closed for the winter 
···· We Need Your Support - Mount Wilson Observatory is privately owned and receives no continuing state or 
federal support. You can help ensure the continued operation of this science heritage site with your tax 
deductible gift in one of three ways.  Go to http://www.mtwilson.edu/Support.php to find out how you can 
help preserve and revitalize this world-class  treasure of science and engineering. 
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Mount Wilson Bicycling Association      http://mwba.org/            
Ray Herrera    http://mwba.org/contact-us 
 The Mount Wilson Bicycling Association was founded to be advocates of responsible trail use for 
mountain bikers in the San Gabriel Mountains. We  are a part of Save the Trails, an umbrella group for trail 
advocacy in and around the San Gabriel Valley, and cooperate with CORBA, IMBA, Pasadena Mountain Bike 
Club, Mt Disappointment Endurance Run, and others. 
 

····  REPORT MWBA’s pancake breakfast at Henninger Flats  was a complete success despite the rain and the 
cold temperatures! The trail maintenance fundraiser attracted over 200 mountain bikers, hikers and joggers of 
all age groups ranging from 6 months up to old-timer. Most of the old timers and founding members of MWBA 
such as Tim Murphy and Alan Armstrong hopped on their bikes and put the pedal to the metal and joined the 
festivities as we celebrated our return to where it all began. Henninger Flats was the original location for the 
now nationally known pancake breakfast. Along with piping hot pancakes, sausage and a steaming cup o’ joe, a 
local Americana/bluegrass band, Wreck ‘n Sow serenaded the crowd as they devoured their well-earned 
pancakes. The pancakes were served by MWBA members who graciously volunteered their culinary talents to 
insure everyone was fed.  
 Some of the highlights of the event included a few brief words from Alan Armstrong reminiscing about 
the good old days, a welcome of MWBA to the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) chapter 
program by Steve Messer of CORBA, and a long overdue nod recognizing the hard work of Mark Gage, who 
has tirelessly and oft-times without acknowledgment or thanks, continued to work on the trails, particularly the 
Sam Merrill Trail between the Cobb Estate and Echo Mountain, one of the most heavily used trails in the 
Angeles National Forest. The silver cup that was presented to him emblazed with “Trail Builder of the 
Millennium” is a just small token of thanks for his contributions to our community. Playing in the Fire Station’s 
warm meeting room was a fascinating video of how the Ken Burton Trail was built by MWBA members back 
in the early 1990s. 
 The much anticipated and beloved raffle brought in over $3,000! Thanks to our local bike shops for 
providing us with awesome raffle items; Pasadena Cyclery, Jones II, Open Road, Velo, Temple City Bike Shop, 
Steve’s Altadena and Incycle. Additionally we received quality raffle items from various vendors such as Chris 
King, Power Bar, Yakima, Park Tool, Hadley Racing, Trek, Fox Racing, NiteRider, Thomson and many more! 
The grand prize winner was Pete Mauro who won a Trek Sawyer 29er retro bike, courtesy of Pasadena Cyclery. 
Additionally, the event would not have been possible without the support of the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department Forestry Division and the crews at Henninger and Altadena Search and Rescue. 
 MWBA was initially formed in 1985 to help educate and disseminate trail courtesy and safety. Shortly 
thereafter MWBA got involved with trail maintenance due to the limited resources available at the Forestry 
Service to maintain the hundreds of miles of trails in the Angeles National Forest. The MWBA pancake 
breakfast has been a regular staple of the San Gabriel Mountains scene since 1986. The money raised by 
MWBA goes directly to trail maintenance. Trail maintenance is an important and vital part of our active outdoor 
community as trail maintenance keeps trails safe and viable for all trail activities including hiking, jogging, 
biking and equestrian pursuits. 
 

MWBA’s pancake breakfast 
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Outward Bound Adventures  http://www.obainc.info/ 
2020 Lincoln Ave.   
Pasadena, CA 91103    FACEBOOK: Outward Bound Adventures        
Outward Bound Adventures has numerous opportunities for volunteers, both administrative and for outings. To 
inquire about opportunities, please e-mail us using the contact form at 
http://www.obainc.info/Contact-Us.htm   and hit the send button or call us at 626.564.0844.  
 ·  Do you want to make the world a better place? Want to work with young people? Do you want to 
create opportunities for people in need? Want to work outdoors? Want to train the leaders of tomorrow?  
 ·  We run programs throughout the year with a slow period during the months of November and 
December. We encourage those with a passion to serve our youth and community to call us for current 
openings. Outdoor experience is not required.  
 

San Bernardino National  Forest Assoc.     www.sbnfa.org                    
General Information: smiggins@fs.fed.us         909-382-2796 
602 South Tippecanoe, San Bernardino, California 92408 
Sarah Miggins, Executive Director (Discovery Center Office) 
P.O. Box 66, Fawnskin, CA 92333 

 

 Since 1993, we’ve worked to complement the mission of the US Forest Service. We develop new 
resources and partnerships that create new opportunities, particularly through the efforts of volunteers, for 
conservation, education, and recreation that have added value to the forest’s role as public land. 
For more calendar details go to:  
http://www.nationalforestassociation.org/index.php?ev=2455778&mo=1&yr=2012 
····  Animal Tracking  Jan 7th/21st  
····  Big Bear Discovery Center Closed Jan 1st/16th 

····  Big Bear Youth Volunteer Meeting  Jan 6th 
····  Forest Service Bald Eagle Counts Jan 14th 
····  General Membership & Volunteer Meeting Jan 11th 
····  Great Seeds Forest Restoration Volunteer Team  Jan 14th 
····  Lake Arrowhead Youth Volunteer Meeting  Jan 2nd 

····  Nature Walks  Jan 7th/8th/14th/15th/21st/22nd/28th/29th 

····  Snowshoe Tour Jan 8th/14th/15th/21st/22nd/28th/29th 

····  Story Time~ Lost in the Woods by Sams & Stoick  Jan 28th  
····  Story Time~ Stellaluna by Jannell Cannon  Jan  14th 
····  Winter Trails Day Jan 7th 
····  Wrightwood Fire Safe Council  Jam 17th 
 

Pacific Crest Trail Association      http://www.pcta.org                   
       1331 Garden Highway 
       Sacramento, California 95833 
 FACEBOOK: Pacific Crest Trail Association   
····  Jan  7th  National Winter Trails Day,  Lake Tahoe 
Volunteer!    
   By the joining the PCTA, you're already doing a lot to help protect and preserve the PCT for future 
generations; but if you'd like to help out even more, there are a number of opportunities available. Go 
here to find out how to volunteer: http://www.pcta.org/help/volunteer.asp 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS  

SAN GABRIEL TRAILBUILDERS 
http://www.sgmtrailbuilders.org   
http://www.crystallake.name 
Helen Oakley: 626-792-4573 
Ben White: 626-303-1078 | 
ben@SGMTrailbuilders.org 
We work on the first, third, and fifth Saturday of 
each month  Trail working volunteers may join the 
San Gabriel Mountains Trailbuilders in the 
continued restoration process for trails in and 
around Crystal Lake and if you would like to 
volunteer your time, please send e-mail to 
volfeedback@crystallake.name   I will let you 
know when, where, and what you need to know to 
join us. NEW MEETING LOCATION: San 
Gabriel Canyon Gateway Center,  
1950 North San Gabriel Canyon Road (Hwy 39), 
Azusa, CA 91702. P 14 vol. 11  Issue 1 7  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCENIC MT. LOWE RAILWAY 
http://www.mtlowe.net 
Brian Marcroft              562-868-8919            E-mail: Emworks@verizon.net 
 The Scenic Mt. Lowe Railway Historical Committee  the formal name for a group of volunteers 
who work to preserve the remnants of the Mount Lowe Railway, including structures and artifacts.  The 
group formed in 1992.     
 
····  REPORT: Dec  3rd MOUNT LOWE EXCURSION 2011     
 This outing was to celebrate the 115th year anniversary opening of the Mt. Lowe Tavern. 
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It started out with a 31/2 hour  unscheduled work detail of 
removing fallen trees, the result of  the fire and wind storm, off 
the road.  
 

Then the Excursion got underway  with 
presentations of the history of Mt Lowe.  

The study of historical maps 
 

boy scout  presentations 
 

A trip to inspiration point 
 

Lunch served by Dee Marcroft and helpers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree People  http://www.treepeople.org        

12601 Mulholland Drive 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Telephone (818) 753-4600             FACEBOOK: Tree People 
For more calendar details go to  http://www.treepeople.org/calendar/2012-01  
····  Jan 5th/12th/14th/19th/26th   Park Workday 
····  Jan 7th/8th/21st/22nd/28th   Santa Monica Mountain  Restoration  
····  Jan 8th/15th/22nd/29th    Street tree care 
····  Jan 9th   Full Moon Hike  
····  Jan 14th Angeles Forest Restoration Supervisor   Training 
····  Jan 21st  Community Sustainability Workshop - Earthworks Work shop  
····  Jan 21st  Community Sustainability Workshop - Outreach Volunteer Training  
····  Jan 28th South LA Fruit Tree Program Prep 
····  Jan /19th   Are you interested in learning about TreePeople's programs and volunteer opportunities? Want 
   to connect with TreePeople staff and volunteers? Come to Third Thursdays at TreePeople, which takes  
   place - well - every Third Thursday of every month at TreePeople! 
 

 When we clean our air, we’re healthier! Come to this month’s Third Thursdays as we explore the 
history of air quality in Los Angles and its link to TreePeople! Join the staff for a fun and informative 
session that includes making some “lung friendly” cleaning products and more! Come earn a raffle ticket 
for you and for every guest you bring to win air-friendly indoor plants. 
 For questions, contact our Volunteer Manager at volunteer@treepeople.org. 

Sierra Club      www.angeles.sierraclub.org/pasadena/    
Sierra Club-Pasadena Group          
P.O. Box 94086 
Pasadena, CA.  91109-4086                   (626) 791-7660 
  For more calendar details go to  http://www.angeles.sierraclub.org/pasadena/outings_3mos.html#jan 
····  Jan 5th /12th/19th/26th  Henninger Flats Conditioning Hike 
····  Jan 4th  Monthly Meeting: David Czamanske, former chair of the Angeles Chapter Water Committee and 
long-time member of the Sierra Club's Southwest Water Committee, will present a program "Drought in the 
Southwest: A One-Time Thing, or a Permanent Condition?" Information on Group's hikes, outings, and 
conservation activities. Newcomers always welcome. 7 pm social hour, 7:30 pm program at Eaton Cyn Nature 
Ctr, 1750 N Altadena Dr in NE Pasadena. For information contact Group Chair: ELIZABETH POMEROY 
····  Jan 7th   Mt Fuji (3600') 
····  Jan 15th  La Cañada Trails Day 
····  Jan 28th  El Prieto-Millard Ramble 

VOLUNTEER  GROUP NEWS  

Volunteers of the Angeles National Forest  
Wrightwood, CA        http://www.grassyhollow.net    
 Visitor Center Phone #: (626)  821-6737 
  Loren Lake   lorenll@verizon.net 
 

William S Hart UHSD of Santa 
Clarita ANF Crew 5130 
Kevin Sarkissian     661.259.0033 X 525 
ksarkiss@hartdistrict.org 
www.hartrop.com/forestry  

 

  

Wednesday Hiking Club 
····  Jan 14th Outing  

 

 We’re Korean-Americans, who love working in 
the National Forest. We work the 2nd Saturday of each 
month. If you would like to join us or have any 
questions, please contact Ted Kim at 
infocus804@yahoo.com 
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Can you name these items ANSWERS: 
         CORPORATE LOGOS                Angeles Forest Flora 
  A. Macdonalds                                      A. Yucca 
  B. Face book                                         B. Miners Lettuce 
  C. Apple                                                C. White Sage 
  D. Volkswagen                                     D. Wild Cucumber 
  E.  Nike                                                 E.  Nightshade 
   
         Warning :  If  you  did better in naming the Corporate  Logos  then 
                            naming  the Angeles Forest Flora then it is time to: 
      GET UNPLUGED THEN EXPLORE AND LEARN! 
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 Several new SST's (Sweet Smelling Toilet) were installed on 
the Los Angeles River Ranger District recently including one at 
the Mt Vetter Lookout site. Installation of this unit was extremely 
challenging due to the remote location and hairpin turns located 
on the unpaved access road. The SST came in three large sections, 
the smallest of which weighs 14,000 lbs, and each one had to be 
shuttled to the top of the mountain by a 45-foot mobile crane. 
Installation was immediately proceeding the recent wind event 
where winds were clocked at close to 100 mph, resulting in a great 
deal of deadfall blocking the road, all of which had to be removed 
before installation could proceed. Three new SST's were also 
installed at Wildwood Picnic Area and one at Mill Creek 
Trailhead nearby the recently reopened Mill Creek Fire Station. 
The new facilities should be a welcome addition for both 
volunteers and patrons of Angeles National Forest.  
Dennis Merkel 
 

ASSEMBLY REQURIED  

DONE ! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Los Angeles River Ranger District 
12371 North Little Tujunga Canyon Road 
San Fernando, CA 91342  

Volunteer Today  
Send this in Right Away to 
Dennis Merkel —12371 N. Little Tujunga Canyon Rd 
San Fernando, CA 91342 
Name_____________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________ _______________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # (hm)_______________________________________ ________________ 
e-mail_____________________________________________ ________________ 
Interests 
Indicate what you would like to do. Circle area or enter your interests. 
Campground Host/ Visitor Information/ Smokey Bear -  Fire Prevention/ 
Recreation Aid / Forest Patrol /Resource Management  / Computers/ 
Research-Librarian / Office Clerical / Tour guide/ Fire Lookout/ 
Conservation Education / habitat restoration and tr ee planting 
Other:_____________________________________________ ______ 
_________________________________________________________ 

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter Los Angeles Times Apr  26,  2011  email: info@tundracomics.com  
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