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Trail Maintenance in Chaparral Forests
A Guide for Volunteers

Chapter 2 Part 3

Alan Coles

Stumping

Almost all trail maintenance projects will require the occasional removal of stumps that are too close to
the trail. This is a hard job that requires swinging a Pulaski (axe/mattock). Trail crews are very fortunate if they
have one or more individuals who are skilled at this task and they are always busy. Some knowledge about the
plants can be useful in setting priorities.

Most resprouters don’t need to be stumped. They can usually be pruned back into trees, especially oaks
and some varieties of Ceanothus. Examine the root ball size and look for the dead skeleton. If the plant requires
an enormous amount of work to remove, then it is probably wiser to prune it into a tree.

Stumping a dense growth of many stringy Ceanothus plants takes too much time. It may be necessary to
take out the ones closest to the trail that are tripping hazards but most of the others can be pruned to the base.
Most of these will die when the canopy recovers and they are shaded out.

Some plants, such as chamise, produce many small branches that often intrude into the trail corridor and
are hard to maintain. Thorny plants such as the Whitethorn variety of Ceanothus usually requires a lot of work to
prune. Hikers are often forced to walk around them breaking the edge of the trail. These are the types of plants
that might be prioritized for stumping. Invasive non-native species such as Spanish Broom or Tamarisk can also
be prioritized.
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Trail Maintenance in Chaparral Forests (cont)
Riparian Areas

One of the greatest responsibilities of the trail builder is to ensure the protection of the natural
environment. Good trails keep people on a defined path limiting the damage to sensitive habitats. This is
especially true in riparian areas where many endangered plants and animals live. Amphibians have been dying
off at alarming rates. The mountain yellow-legged frog was once an abundant creature in the San Gabriel
Mountains but now is only found in a few isolated locations. When habitats become threatened by overuse, trail
closure may be required.

The first priority is to be sure that the trail is in the correct location and not relocated by rogue trail
builders. Most trails were built out of the riparian zone and stream crossings are few. When streams go dry in
late summer, some hikers may hike up the streambed intentionally or unintentionally rather than on the correct
trail. It is important to make the trail clearly visible from the other side. The crossing should be at a location
where there are rocks to step on although equestrian and bicycle use will usually require a softer approach. Keep
in mind that many varieties of toads live in the sandy areas next to a stream.

Neglected Trails

When brush intrudes into the trail corridor from the uphill side, trail users often break the tread on the
downbhill side resulting in a trail realignment. Neglected trails are often characterized by an uneven tread with
many small up and down segments that are seldom aligned.

Restoring a neglected trail requires a careful survey to determine the original tread location. Brush and
fallen trees need to be cleared. Once the route is visually clear, the tread can then be aligned. Sometimes trail
crews miss these signs and inadvertently reinforce the misalignment. Discussion with experienced trail crew
members and a thorough inspection of the various segments can help.

(TO BE CONTINUED IN AUGUST 2017)
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO HAROLD (HAL) LEE WINTON

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO HAROLD (HAL) LEE WINTON
JEFFREY VAIL, FOREST SUPERVISOR, ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST
JUNE 28, 2017

Good morning. | am Jeff Vail, Forest Supervisor for the Angeles National Forest. On behalf of
the United States Forest Service, | extend my condolences and deepest sympathies to Hal’s family
and loved ones.

It is an honor to be here today, to express to you the Forest’s deep appreciation for Hal’s
enormous contributions to the Forest that we cherish. As George Washington Carver once said,
“when you do the common things in life in an uncommon way, you will command the attention of
the world.” For a volunteer working in the national forests, there is no fame or fortune to be had.
A volunteer’s reward is the knowledge that you have given back to the forest, to the land, to the
people who enjoy it. It is the camaraderie and friendships built with other volunteers and agency
employees that fuels their commitment.

Hal’s contributions to the Angeles National Forest were uncommon. They were exceptional. And
they commanded attention, respect, and deep admiration. Hal’s contributions as a volunteer
include over 30,000 volunteer hours over three decades, countless miles of trails cleared and
maintained, dogged leadership supporting the Angeles Crest 100 for thirty years, and service as a
Forest Service Certified Chainsaw Trial Boss, teaching skills and imparting wisdom to other
volunteers and Forest Service staff. Hal’s reputation as a demanding teacher and taskmaster, as
someone who expected the best out of everyone, are a testament to his faith in the abilities of his
fellow man and woman. He wanted nothing but the best for the people around him and the lands
he devoted so much of his later years to care for.

I am grateful | had the good fortune to get to know Hal the last two years. | knew that he loved
the forest, was committed to making it a great place for all to enjoy, and worked tirelessly to make
itso. I recall how I felt after talking to him, and will long remember his intense eyes and warm
smile. 1 knew I didn't want to fail him. I was in the presence of someone special.

Employees and volunteers on the Angeles who have known Hal much longer, who have worked
side by side along the trail, have shared with me how much Hal’s passion for life and dedication to
a job well done have left a lasting impression on them. Hal instilled in them the invaluable lesson
that life is not for getting, but for giving, that we get out of life what we put into it.

Martin Luther King observed that everyone has the capacity for greatness, not for fame,
but greatness, because greatness is determined by service..

Hal was an uncommon man. A great man. His service to the greater good lives on in our
hearts. In the canyons and foothills, along the trails and throughout the Angeles National
Forest, Hal’s presence endures. We will remember Hal fondly in the quiet of the high
country, and we will smile in gratitude, for a life well lived.
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Date: May 25, 1941
Page F6

Today’s Hike

By: Will H. Thrall

Sturtevant’s Camp, near the head of Big Santa Anita Canyon, with a little stream tumbling through, is one of the
oldest and in its surroundings and approach probably the most beautiful of the trail resorts of the San Gabriels.

The resort was started in the spring of 1898 by that famous old mountaineer, William Sturtevant. The original main
building which combined office, store, dining room and kitchen is still standing, as is also a cabin of squared logs, built in
1903 for a ranger station and still the property of the Forest Service, which has been used for many years as a recreation
room and library.

TRAIL NEAR STREAM

The original trail, completed to this point in 1897, was built around the mountainside through a beautiful
spruce forest, keeping high above the stream in Big Santa Anita until Sturtevant’s was reached. The new trail, built 15 years
later, follows this beautiful stream with its cascades and waterfalls most of the way. At no place will you travel the same
trail twice and the variety of beautiful scenery has few equals in Southern California.

Drive up Santa Anita Ave., Arcadia, to the end of the double drive and continue on the mountain extension to
Chantry Flat picnic ground at the end of the road. Hike the trail below the parking area, reaching the stream at Winter Creek
Junction, and go on up Big Santa Anita Canyon passing Fern Lodge, two miles to Sturtevant’s Camp, 2.2 miles.

WATER PLENTIFUL

Returning find a trail crossing the stream just above the buildings and turn back along the mountainside, through
dense spruce forest and over the ridge to Hoegee’s Camp on Winter Creek, 2.7 miles. Just above Hoegee’s cross the stream
and take the high trail, again in spruce forest, back to Chantry Flat, 2.5miles.

The round trip is 9.5 miles Plenty of water except between Sturtevant’s and Hoegee’s. With a fire permit obtained
before starting or from the ranger station at the head of Santa Anita Ave., you may cook your dinner in any of several
improved campgrounds between Fern Lodge and Sturtevant’s.

Blast from the Past

Blast Flash Forward!

History of Sturtevant Camp:

During the ""Great Hiking Era'(1880's through the early 1930°s) 5 trail resorts were built in the Big
Santa Anita canyon. Sturtevant Camp was the most popular and is now the last remaining resort. Built in
1893 by Wilbur M. Sturtevant, this camp ground is situated alongside a stream that runs year-round and
is 4 miles from the trailhead.

The Ranger Station was built in 1903 by Louis Newcomb, one of the original 'mountain men* of the
San Gabriels, along with other rangers known as the San Gabriel Timberland Reserve. These cabins were
built in various locations and temporarily housed rangers on multi-day patrols.

The Swiss Dining Pavillion was built in 1897. Other amenities were added during that time
including tent flats, croquet and tennis courts, hammocks and a metal box was placed in the center of the
stream to keep food cool.

During the 1920's, masquerade parties and dances took place in the evenings.

Wilbur M. Sturtevant died on September 8, 1910 in Sawtelle (Los Angeles County) California.

The camp has operated under several owners until 1945 when the California-Pacific Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church purchased it. The church has made many improvements to
Sturtevant’s over the years, while maintaining its historic integrity and rustic charm.

Reservations had been declining and, especially after the Station Fire in late 2009, the church
seriously considered selling the camp. Not wanting the camp to change hands, Friends of the San Gabriels
rallied the troops to save Sturtevant’s Camp from the uncertainty of new ownership.

If you would like to make a reservation or donate to help save Sturtevant Camp, please visit:
www.friendsofthesangabriels.org
To learn more about Sturtevant Camp, please visit: http://adamspackstation.com/sturtevant/

Watch a video about Sturtevant Camp at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jfzuy8gL vyk
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Fund Raiser
: On Saturday, July 8, 2017, Music in the
Mountains favorite, Jim Curry, returns with a
- Tribute to the Music of John Denver, with
special debuting guest, Taylor Made, the James
Taylor Tribute Band. It's a night to pay tribute
to the most iconic 70's music legends who raised
| our environmental awareness and commitment
to take better care of our planet; an homage to
and celebration of the mission of the Southern
California Mountains Foundation.
FOR MORE INFORMATION GOTO:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jim-curry-tribute-to-the-music-of-john-denver-wspecial-guest-taylor-made-tickets-
32832565086

On Saturday, July 22, 2017, two iconic 70's
classic rock tribute bands debut at Music in
the Mountains, China Grove (formerly Doobies
Inc.), Tribute to Doobie Brothers, with special
guest, Turn the Page, Ultimate Tribute to Bob
Seger and the Silver Bullet Band at the Big
Bear Discovery Center Amphitheater. Don't
miss this total dance party celebrating
Detroit/heartland rock 'n* roll!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION GOTO:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/china-grove-tribute-to-doobie-brothers-wspecial-guest-turn-the-page-tickets-
32832606209

' A

On Saturday, August 5, 2017, returning favorite DSB, Next Best Thing to Journey, performs at the Big
Bear Discovery Center Amphitheater, with special debuting guest, Live From Earth, Tribute to Pat
Benatar. It's a night of classic 80's rock featuring two of the most authentic 'next best thing' bands
delivering the energy and sound of their iconic legends in their prime.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GOTO:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dsb-next-best-thing-to-journey-wspecial-guest-live-from-earth-tickets-
32832636299
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MOUNT WILSON
OBSERVATORY
pl'{!‘:h‘._‘I]TH

SUNDAY AFTERNOON
(CONCERTS IN THE DOME

July 9
Performances at 3pm and 5pm
Post-concert reception with the artists

Cécilia Tsan, Cello Ben Powell, Violin

-Haendel-Halvorsen
-Gliere

-Kodaly

The acoustics of the telescope dome make
this an extraordinary place for chamber music.

TickeETs $50

All proceeds go to the support of Mount Wilson Institute.
For information and to reserve seating, go to:

mtwilson.edu/concerts

for inquiries, email concerts@mtwilson.edu

P 6 vol. 7 Issue 16




WHAT IS GOING ON?

LARRD Volunteer Meeting
July 19", 2017
7:00 p.m.
/01 N Santa Anita Ave.
Arcadia, CA 91006

Volunteer Fun

2017 Live Music Events

http://adamspackstation.com/season/2017/

Join Us & These Artists for an Afternoon of Great Music

07/02/2017
12:00-05:00 Grit

07/09/2017

12:00-01:00 Ted Russell Kamp
01:00-02:00 Terry Okey’s Cactus jam
02:00-03:00 Shand Walton
03:00-04:00 Miguel Bowwer
04:00-05:00 Mark Christian

07/30/2017

12:00-01:30 Open
01:45-03:15 Tom Renaud
03:30-05:00 Open

08/06/2017

12:00-04:00 Grit

04:15-05:45 Ukelele Orchestra of the
Western Hemisphere

07/16/2017

12:00-01:30 Genevieve La Court &
Blind Embers

01:45-03:15 Still Moving Project

03:30-05:00 Echo Mountain String
Band

08/13/2017

12:00-01:00 Eve Beguiles
01:00-02:30 Terry Okey’s Cactus Jam
03:00-04:00 Pi Jacobs

04:00-05:00 John Ramey
05:00-06:00 Gerry Gomez

07/23/2017

12:00-01:30 Tim Tedrow
01:45-03:15 Wild Mountain Mystics
03:30-05:00 Vin Fiz Flyer
05:30-06:00 Joe and His Uke

08/20/2017

12:00-01:30 Tj Sullivan
01:45-03:15 Tim Tedrow
03:30-05:00 Wild Mountain Mystics
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VOLUNTEER TRAINING
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